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Exploring the Remittance and Economic Growth Nexus in

Bangladesh

Fatema Afrouse*! Rizwanur Rahman?

Abstract: Bangladesh is a leading recipient of remittances, with its share of GDP increasing
significantly over recent years. This study reexamines the relationship between remittances and
economic growth from 1991 to 2022 using the Autoregressive Distributed Lag (ARDL) and Error
Correction Model (ECM) methodologies. Remittances have a long-run inhibitive relationship with
economic growth, and there was a positive short-term association existing between remittances and
economic growth. By applying the Vector Error Correction Model (VECM) by Granger causality
test, it further establishes a unidirectional causal relationship, confirming remittances contribution
to economic growth. Long-run advantage of remittances is that they develop adverse effects on the
economy; this is reminiscent of the 'Dutch Disease," referring to currency appreciation and failing
competitiveness in exports. However, they have short-term effects with respect to consumption,
productive expenditure from the government, and investment. To ensure that the negative long-term
effects are mitigated and that economic growth becomes sustainable over time, the government needs
to have remittance productive use as well as diversification of exports complemented by efficiency
in government spending, increase national investment campaigns, skills upgrading of the workforce,
and management of inflation. Strengthening economic policies can help counteract the effects of

Dutch disease and optimize remittance-driven growth in Bangladesh.

Keywords: Remittance, Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Autoregressive Distributed
Lag (ARDL), Error Correction Model (ECM), VECM Granger Causality.
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Introduction

Remittances are part of the economic structure of Bangladesh and are a significant source of
external financing for households as well as contributing significantly to the country’s GDP.
With the large number of workers living abroad, remittances have been witnessing growth
steadily for many years and thus strengthening the country’s financial security and economic
resilience (Mijiyawa & Oloufade, 2022). In 2017-2018, Bangladesh ranked 10th globally in
remittance receipts, amounting to $15.5 billion (World Bank, 2018). The share of
remittances in Bangladesh’s GDP has risen considerably, making it one of the primary
sources of foreign exchange earnings. These financial inflows support household
consumption, reduce poverty, and contribute to overall economic development (Mahmud et.
al., 2021). However, their long-term effects on macroeconomic stability and economic
growth remain a topic of debate.

Bangladesh has experienced substantial labor migration since the 1970s, with over 12.2
million Bangladeshis working abroad between 1976 and 2018 (BMET, 2018). Migrants
leaving their homelands, largely working in countries in the Middle East and Southeast Asia,
send remittances that sustain millions of families (Hasan, 2008). The receipt of remittances
has been a key factor in poverty reduction and improving household welfare, but the
macroeconomic effects are multifaceted and diverse. Studies indicate that remittances can
influence several economic factors, including inflation, exchange rates, investment, labor
market participation, and government spending.

While remittances contribute to short-trm economic stability, concerns arise about their
long-term implications. Some studies argue that high remittance inflows may discourage
domestic labor force participation, leading to lower productivity and economic stagnation
(Mahmud et. al., 2021). Others highlight the risk of Dutch Disease, where an influx of
foreign currency causes currency appreciation, reducing the competitiveness of export-

oriented industries. Despite extensive research, conflicting evidence remains about the effect
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of remittances on the long-run economic growth of Bangladesh, thus suggesting further
empirical investigation.
Current literature has extensively examined the impact of remittances on household income,
poverty alleviation, and improvement in financial stability in the Bangladeshi context.
However, there is limited research that systematically analyzes the short- and long-term
macroeconomic effects of remittances on GDP growth, particularly in the presence of key
economic variables such as consumption, government expenditure, inflation, investment,
and labor force participation. Though some studies reveal a positive correlation between
remittances and economic growth, it has been argued by some scholars that large-scale
remittance inflows can promote dependency and contribute to economic distortions (Hasan,
2008). Employing the Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) technique makes the analysis rigorous
as it offers a robust statistical basis for explaining the drivers of GDP growth. Using yearly
data for more than three decades covering 1991-2022 allows for a thorough analysis of
temporal patterns and thus for detailed probing of the transformed relationships between
economic variables and remittance inflows. This divergence calls for rigorous analysis using
sophisticated econometric models for re-examination of the role played by remittances in
Bangladesh's GDP growth. This study aims to bridge the existing research gap by providing
a detailed analysis of the relationship between remittances and economic growth in
Bangladesh over the period of 1991-2022. The key research objectives are:

1. Main Objective:

o To examine the impact of remittance inflows on Bangladesh’s GDP growth
in both the short and long run.

2. Sub-objectives:

o To analyze the influence of key macroeconomic indicators—including
consumption expenditure, government expenditure, inflation (CPI),
investment, and labor force participation—on GDP growth.

o To assess whether remittance inflows contribute to Dutch Disease by

appreciating the local currency and affecting export competitiveness.
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o To determine the causal relationship between remittances and GDP growth
using econometric techniques such as the Granger causality test.

To achieve these objectives, the study adopts an econometric approach using time-series
data from 1991 to 2022. The Autoregressive Distributed Lag (ARDL) model and the Error
Correction Model (ECM) are applied to analyze both short- and long-term relations between
remittances and other economic factors. These methods enable a thorough statistical
analysis, with the capability to adjust for time variations and prevailing trends. In addition,
the Vector Error Correction Model (VECM) Granger causality test is used to determine the
directional impact of remittances on GDP growth. By combining these econometric tools,
the study offers a detailed insight into the role of remittances in the context of Bangladesh's
economic growth.
The outcomes of this research will provide critical information for policymakers to formulate
strategies that optimize the benefits of remittance inflows while also tackling potential
economic issues. Important suggestions include: Stimulating remittances to be invested
productively in such areas as manufacturing, infrastructure, and educational institutions.
Policy formulation that supports skill improvement in the workforce to ensure economic
sustainability in the long run (Mijiyawa & Oloufade, 2022). Strengthening macroeconomic
responses to mitigate the threat of Dutch Disease as well as inflationary shocks. Export
diversification to minimize reliance on remittances and maintain economic competitiveness.
Future research should investigate the microeconomic impact of remittances with particular
emphasis on their effect on income inequality and economic differences between regions. In
addition, research into the role of digital financial services in remittance flows can provide

insights into making fund distribution more effective.

2. Literature Review

Remittance inflows in Bangladesh have significantly impacted poverty reduction
through income generation (Mahmud et. al., 2021, Okwu, 2016 & Barua, 2007).
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However, Hasan (2008) argued the macroeconomic determinants of remittance in
Bangladesh by using a balanced panel dataset of bilateral remittance flows from 10
major countries (of Bangladeshi migrants’) to Bangladesh from 1993 to 2005. The
results of the study show that the income differential between the host and home country
is positively correlated while inflation differential is negatively correlated (Mijiyawa &
Oloufade, 2022). Taylor (1992), Faini (1970) & Wahiduddin (2003) argued how
macroeconomic variables determine the remittance inflow in Bangladesh. There is a
negative relationship between inflation and remittance inflow, and a significant
relationship with domestic interest rate, GDP, and exchange rate (Mahmud et. al., 2021).
Barua (2007) used panel data from 1993 to 2005 to determine how macroeconomic
variables influence remittance inflow in Bangladesh. They find a positive correlation

between domestic currency devaluation and remittance inflow.

According to Higgins et. al. (2015), host countries' unemployment rate and exchange
rate are important determinants of remittance inflow and remittance has a positive
influence on economic growth which is agreed by the scholars (Taylor, 1992; Faini,
1970; Wahiduddin, 2003; and Goschin, 2014) . Moreover, Taylor (1992) found that
migrants’ remittances boost Mexico’s Gross National Product. On the contrary, Chami
et. al. (2003) showed an inverse but significant association between the variables while
Barajas (2009) found an insignificant result. Meanwhile, Rao & Hasan (2012) found no
association between remittances and GDP. Hasan (2008) examined the macroeconomic
determinants of remittances in Bangladesh. He found that if the domestic interest rate
goes up by 1 percent, on average, the remittance will increase by 1.94 percent and if the
GDP of the five host countries increases by 1 percent, the remittance will increase by

3.06 percent.

Many studies have done on the dynamics of remittance and economic growth. Notably,
Siddique et. al. (2012) conducted a study on remittance and economic growth in major

South Asian countries (i.e., Bangladesh, India, and Sri Lanka). This article investigated
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the causal link between remittances and economic growth by employing the Granger
causality test under a Vector Auto Regression (VAR) framework using time series data
over a 25-year period from 1980-2005. However, this study did not specifically focus
on the nexus of economic growth and remittance in Bangladesh. Consequently, this
paper aims to analyze the behavior of GDP growth and its determinants such as CPlI,
remittance, consumption expenditure, government expenditure, CPI, remittance,
investment, and labor force participation rate. The findings highlight the need for further
empirical research on how remittances contribute to the economic structure of
Bangladesh, particularly in relation to investment allocation, export diversification, and
productivity improvements. Further studies should explore prospective policy
interventions that would help prevent adverse effects while encouraging sustainable

economic development.

3. Methodology

This research uses a quantitative method. The quantitative method will involve
analyzing the dynamics of remittance inflow, and the relationship between remittances
and economic growth (GDP) and identifying the determinants influencing its impact on
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

This study relies on secondary data collected from reputable sources, including
Bangladesh Bank quarterly reports, the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS),
Microfinance reports, the OPEC Reference Basket (ORB) monthly report, and the World
Development Indicators database of the World Bank. The dataset spans from 1991 to
2022, ensuring a comprehensive time-series analysis. The selection of eight major
remittance-sending countries—Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, UAE, Singapore, Bahrain, Qatar,
Oman, and Malaysia—is justified by their collective contribution to over 70% of

Bangladesh’s total remittance inflow.
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Table 1: Dependent variable and Independent Variables

Dependent Variable Independent Variables

Consumer price index (CPI)

Consumption Expenditure (CONSE)
Remittance inflow (RMI)
GDP growth (GDP) Government Expenditure (GVE)

Labor force participation rate (LFPR)
Investment (INV)

The next table shows independent variables are selected based on their established

importance in macroeconomic studies.
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Independent Definition & Significance

Variables

Consumer  price | CPlI measures inflation, which has an impact on purchasing power,
index (CPI) investment, and economic stability. Literature (Barua, 2005; Higgins, 2012)

highlights the moderating role of inflation on remittance utilization and

economic growth.

Consumption
Expenditure
(CONSE)

Consumption leads to GDP, as remittances typically finance household
expenditure (Mahmud et al., 2014). Higher consumption raises demand,

with implications for economic output and growth.

Remittance inflow
(RMI)

Remittances directly affect household income and national reserves, with
implications for economic growth (Okwu et al., 2017). Their long-run
implications are, however, contentious, with potential links to Dutch
Disease (Barua, 2005).

Government
Expenditure (GVE)

Public spending affects infrastructure, social services, and investment,
shaping GDP growth (Romer, 2016). Literature shows that remittances can
supplement or substitute for government expenditure, affecting fiscal

policies.

Labor force
participation rate
(LFPR)

Labor force participation determines productivity and economic capacity.
The effect of remittances on labor supply is unclear, with some studies
(Higgins, 2012) indicating a decrease in labor force participation due to

reliance on foreign revenues.

Investment (INV)

Capital accumulation is a fundamental source of growth, remittances and
economic policy are its determinants (Barro, 1991). The distribution of
investment determines the sustainability of economic growth and structural

transformation.
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Rationality of the Study

It analyses the impact of remittances on Bangladesh's economic growth by key
macroeconomic indicators such as consumption expenditure, government expenditure, CPI,
investment, and labor force participation. Using time-series econometric techniques, namely
the ARDL bounds test and causality test, it investigates both short- and long-term effects.
The findings provide suggestions to policymakers to ensure maximum utilization of
remittances, prevent Dutch Disease problems, and ensure sustainable growth and financial

stability in Bangladesh.

Model Specification and Estimation Methods

Annual GDP is used as an indicator for economic growth, remittances received as a
percent of GDP is taken as a measure of remittance, Household final consumption
expenditure as a percent of GDP is taken as a proxy for consumption expenditure,
government final consumption spending as a percent of GDP is taken as a proxy for
government expenditure, CPI denotes consumer price Index, investment is used as a
proxy variable of gross fixed capital formation as a percent of GDP, LFPR denotes

Bangladesh labor force participation rate.

The long run relationship among consumer price index (CPI), Government Expenditure
(GVE), remittance inflow (RMI), Investment (INV), Labor force participation rate
(LFPR) and Consumption Expenditure (CONSE) on GDP will be examined by the

following equation:

GDP= a0+ a1 InCPIt + a2 InRMIt + a3 InNCONSEt + o4 InINVt + a5 InGVEt + ae INLFPRt +
ét... (1)

Here, the long run elasticities of GDP growth are shown as a1, 02, a3, 04, a5, and a6 with
respect to CPIl, CONSE, RMI, INV, LFPR and GVE respectively. a0 is the constant term

in this equation and e, represents the stochastic error term.
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Unit Root
We used a popular ADF test to check whether there exists a unit root problem or not,
along with the Phillips and Perron (PP) test. The formation of the ADF test with trend and

intercept is shown below:
Zt=Ko+Klt+o Zt-1 + X ¢j AZ + Ut

Here, Z represents independent variables [consumer price index (CPI), Consumption
Expenditure (CONSE), Remittance inflow (RMI), Government Expenditure (GVE),
Investment (INV) and Labor force participation rate (LFPR) J. If 6 = 0, then the variable
is of integrated order of one, I (1). For the selection of the appropriate lag length, we
used the Akaike Info Criterion (AIC) and Schwarz Info Criterion (SBIC).

The ARDL Bounds Test is used to examine the existence of cointegration in an ARDL
model. It helps determine whether there is a long-run relationship among the variables
by testing the significance of the coefficients associated with the lagged levels of the

variables.
Short Run:

AInGDP = Xali AInRMI t-i +X02i AInCONSEt-i +Xa3i AInGVE t-i + Xo4i AInCPI t-i
+>a51 AInINV t-1 +2a6i AInLFPR t-i+et

Long Run:

InGDP = Xali InRMI t-i + X021 InCONSEt-1 +2a31 InGVE t-1 +Xa4i InCPI t-1 + Za51
ININV t-i + Za6i InNLFPRt-i + &t

Causality Analysis

We use the Engle and Granger test procedure. The Granger causality test with the
augmented formation has an error correction term (ECT) when there is a cointegration

relationship and the vector error correction (VEC) framework used. The specifications
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are shown below:

ARMI=X o 111 ACPI t-i + ¥ a 121 ACONSE t-i + Za 13i AGDP t-i + Za 14i AGVE t-i +
Yo 151 AINV t-i + Zal6i ALFPA t-i + - S11 ECM1,t-1 - S12 ECM2,t-1-S13i ECM3t-1-
S14i ECM4,t-1+ S15 ECM5,t-1 + S16 ECMG6,t-1 + €1t ...(1)

ACPI =X 021i A RMI t-i + ¥ a 22i ACONSE t-i + Za 231 AGDP t-i + o 241 AGVE t-i
+ Za 251 AINV t-1 + £0261 ALFPA t-1 - S21 ECM1,t-1- S22 ECM2,t-1-S23i ECM3,t-1-
S24i ECMA4,t-1- S25i ECM5,t-1- S261 ECM6,t-1+ €2t ... ... (2)

AGDP == ¢31i A RMI t-i + X o 32i ACONSE t-i + Yo 331 AGVE t-i + X a 34i ACPI t-i
+ % 351 AINV t-i + Z036i ALFPA t-i +— S$31 ECM1,t-1- S32 ECM2,t-1-S33i ECM3 -
1- S34i ECM4,t-1+ S35i ECM4,t-1- S36i ECM6,t-1+ 3t ...(3)

AGVE =% 0411 A RMI t-1 + £ a 421 A CONSE t-1 + Za 431 AGDP t-1 + X a 441 ACPI t-
i+ 2Za 451 AINV t-i + 20461 ALFPA t-i — S41 ECM1,t-1- S42 ECM2,t-1-S43i ECM3,t-
1- S44i ECM4,t-1+ S45i ECM5,t-1- S46i ECM6,t-1+ €6t ... ... 4)

AINV =X 041i A RMI t-i + £ a 42i A CONSE t-i + o 431 AGDP t-i + X o 44i ACPI t-i
+ Yo 451 AGVE t-i + 0461 ALFPA t-i — S41 ECM1,t-1- S42 ECM2,t-1-S43i ECM3,t-
1- S44i ECMA4,t-1+ S45i ECM5,t-1- S46i ECM6,t-1+ €6t ... ... (5)

ALFPA =X a41i A RMI t-i + £ 0 42i A CONSE t-i + Za 43i AGDP t-i + X o 44i ACPI t-
i + X0, 45i AINV t-i + 0461 AGVE t-i — S41 ECM1,t-1- S42 ECM2,t-1-543i ECM3, t-1-
S44i ECM4,t-1+ S45i ECM5 t-1- S46i ECM6,t-1+ €6t ... ... (6)

Thus,

ECM1,t-1 = GDPt-1-b11RMIt-1-bi2GVE t-1 - bi3
INV t-1 - b4 LFPR t-1 -C: ECM2,t-1 = CPIt-1-
b21RMIt-1-b22GVE t-1 — b23 INV t-1 — b24
LFPR t-1 - C2 ECM3,t-1 = CONSE-1-b31RMIt-1-
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b32GVEt-1- b33 INV t-1 — b34 LFPR t-1 -C3

ECM4, t-1 = RMTt-1-b41GDPt-1-b42GVEt-1-

b43 INV t-1 — b44 LFPR t-1 -C4 ECM5,t-1=

INVt-1-b51GDPt-1- b52GVEt-1- b53 LFPR t-1 -

b64 RMTt-1 -C5 ECM6,t-1= LFPAt-1-b61GDPt-

1- b62GVELt-1- b63 INV t-1 -b64 RMTt-1 -C6

Here, the estimated parameters are aji, sji, and the one-year lagged error term from the
long run cointegration equation is denoted by ECM, by assumption, finite covariance
matrix and zero mean e's are serially independent. To determine the direction of

causality, the F-test has been applied.
Long Run Equation

The paper examines the determinants of GDP growth by applying ordinary least squares
method (OLS). To find out the presence of a long-run relationship among variables various
modern econometric techniques can be used. In the study, the ordinary Least Squares
(OLS) method is used to find out the relationship between GDP growth and other
variables. Phillips and Hansen (1990) developed the OLS approach for evaluating co-
integrating relationships that has a combination of | (1). The resulting OLS coefficients
are asymptotically unbiased and efficient. To accomplish the central efficiency, the OLS
method is used to assess the long run cointegrating relationships among variables. The

following form of long-run equation will be estimated:

InGDP = o0 + Y oli InCPI t-i + Y 02i InRMI t-i + 031 InCONSE t-i +> a4i InGVE t-i +
Y051 InINV t-i + Za6i InLFPR t-i+et

Ethical Considerations

Since the study is based on publicly available secondary data, ethical concerns related to

data collection and participant confidentiality are minimal. However, all data sources have
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been appropriately acknowledged to maintain academic integrity. The research follows
ethical guidelines by ensuring transparency in data interpretation and avoiding

misrepresentation or manipulation of statistical findings.

Study Limitations

Despite its comprehensive approach, the study has certain limitations. To start with, it is
derived solely from the second-order data and may not reflect unobservable socio-economic
variables that influence GDP growth. Second, it is not modeling the explicit external shocks
such as global financial shocks, change of policy regimes, and geopolitical tensions that have
long-term consequences. Thirdly, although the ARDL technique is appropriate for small
samples, other approaches such as Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) are capable of
offering additional insight into causal relationships. Future research could incorporate

qualitative aspects to enhance the understanding of remittance dynamics in Bangladesh.

4. Test Results
4.1 Summary of Descriptive Statistics

Remittance can be defined as the amount of money sent by migrant workers to their
homeland which is measured by million USS. The consumer price index (CPI) measures
the change in general price level over time. Here, host countries’ GDP growth rate
measures how fast the elements of those economies are growing and are denominated in
a percentage. Wage rates are converted in US dollars. Furthermore, the host country's
employment rate is identified as the percentage of employed workers in the total labor

force. We converted the employment rate as a percentage form.
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Table 2: Descriptive statistics of each variable

Variables Measuring Unit | Mean Standard Minimum Maximum
Deviation

GDP Billion USS

1.9307 0.71827 1.04028 3.2914
Remittance Million USS 2.6363 0.1433 2.3026 2.8449
inflow (Percentage)
CPI Percentage 3.8818 0.8741 2.7132 5.2820
Consumption | Percentage
Expenditure 1.8995 0.02309 1.8617 1.9430
Government Percentage 0.7157 0.0395 0.6166 0.7950
Expenditure
Investment Percentage 0.9154 0.1175 0.5961 1.0839
(INV)
Labor force Percentage 1.7731 0.0058 1.7614 1.7844

participation
rate (LFPR)

Table 2 summarizes the descriptive statistics of each variable used in this study.
Remittance inflow in million US$ (percentage) ranges from 2.3026 to 2.8449 while the
consumer price index (CPI) ranges from 2.7132 to 5.2820. Moreover, GDP growth
ranges from 0.6957 to 2.4332 while Consumption Expenditure (Percentage) ranges from
1.8617 to 1.9430. Investment (INV) ranges from 0.5961 to 1.0839 and Labor force
participation rate (LFPR) ranges from 1.7614 to 1.7844. Lastly, Government
Expenditure ranges from 0.6166 to 0.7950.
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4.2 Unit Root and Test Result
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To examine the stationary of the variables, the presence of the unit root must be checked.

From the analysis of the characteristics of non-stationary variables, it is seen that

spurious regressions can occur if Ordinary Least Square (OLS) techniques are applied

to non-stationary variables. So, it is necessary to check stationary before estimation.

Augmented Dickey Fuller (ADF) and Phillips-Perron (PP) tests are applied here to check

the stationarity of the variables.

Table 3: Unit root test result

Augmented Dickey-Fuller with trend and intercept Phillips-Perron test with trend and
intercept

Variable t-statistics P-value t-statistics P-value
LNGDP -1.142958 0.9048 -3.9427 0.0220
LNRMIT -5.84077 0.0002 -5.68797 0.0003
LNCONSE -2.18856 0.4790 -2.33077 0.04062
LNGVE -3.04432 0.1370 -3.04432 0.1370
LNCPI -1.91859 0.6209 -1.95867 0.6003
LNINV -2.863421 0.1860 -2.643924 0.3247
LNLPFR -1.472591 0.8174 -1.654306 0.7472
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Table 4: ADF & PP Test at 1st Difference with trend and intercept result

Augmented Dickey-Fuller 1%t Difference with trend and

Phillips-Perron test 1%

intercept Difference with trend and
intercept

Variable t-statistics P-value t-statistics P-value

A LNGDP -4.2356 0.0115 -3.5683** 0.000

A LNRMIT -3.5683** 0.0000 -3.5684 0.0000**

A LNCONSE -5.4637 0.0006 -5.4672 0.0006
A LNGVE -4.4099 0.0077 -4.3321 0.0092
A LNCPI -4.6653 0.0042 -3.5683** 0.0042
A LNINV -4.011643 0.0031 - 4.184415 0.0023
A LNLPFR -3.568379** 0.0012 -5.246044 0.0010

Note: ***P, **P and *P indicate significant at 1%, 5% and 10% levels

4.3 Johansen Cointegration Test

In Table 5, Johansen and Juselius's (1990) test has been applied here to see if there is

any cointegrating relationship among the variables. Likelihood Ratio (LR) test,

suggested by Johansen (1988), is applied to determine the order of r. The outlined

statistics either do not reject the null hypothesis that there is 1 co-integrating relation

between the variables (r< 1) or reject the null hypothesis of cointegration among the

variables (r=0).
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Table-5: Summary of Johansen and Juselius's (1990) Co-integration test

Afrouse & Rahman (2025)

Hypothesized No. of CE(s) | EigenValue | Trace Statistic | 5% Critical Value | P-Value
None 0.775720 | 103.5260 69.81889 0.0000
At Most 1 0.621908 58.68025 47.85613 0.0035
At Most 2 0.423430 29.50173 29.79707 0.0541
At Most 3 0.343938 | 12.98199 15.49471 0.1155
At Most 4 0.011170 0.336971 3.841465 0.5616

Trace test indicates 2 cointegrating eqn(s) at the 0.05 level. ‘*’denotes rejection of the hypothesis at the 0.05

level, “**’MacKinnon-Haug-Michelis (1999) p-values

Hypothesized No. of EigenValue, Max-Eigen 5% Critical P-
CE(s) Statistic Value Value
None 0.775720 | 44.84577 33.87687 0.0017
At Most 1 0.621908 | 29.17852 27.58434 0.0310
At Most 2 0.423430 | 16.51974 21.13162 0.1959
At Most 3 0.343938 | 12.64502 14.26460 0.0887
At Most 4 0.011170 | 0.336971 3.841465 0.5616

Max-eigenvalue test indicates 2 cointegrating eqn(s) at the 0.05 level. “*’denotes rejection of the hypothesis

at the 0.05 level, ‘**’MacKinnon-Haug-Michelis (1999) p-values

Both Trace and Eigenvalue test results (in Table 5) indicate the presence of 2 cointegrating

equations among the variables at the 5% level. This paper has conducted the Autoregressive

Distributed Lagged bound test cointegration approach as well for getting a better result as

well as corroborating with Johansen Cointegration test result.
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4.4 Test of ARDL Bounds Test

Afrouse & Rahman (2025)

The ARDL Bounds Test is used to examine the existence of cointegration in an ARDL

model. It helps determine whether there is a long-run relationship among the variables

by testing the significance of the coefficients associated with the lagged levels of the

variables.
Table 6: Summary of ARDL Bounds Test
Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob.
Constant -13.22264 5.058748 -2.613818 0.0399
LNGDP --0.734932 0.083886 -8.761099 0.0001
LNRMIT 4.261719 1.751190 2.433614 0.0509
LNCONSE 4.368898 1.262254 3.461187 0.0134
LNGVE 0.975271 0.372415 2.618774 0.0397
LNCPI 0.272578 0.063788 4.273184 0.0052
LNINV 0.411819 0.161990 2.542246 0.0346
LNLPFR 11.70063 3.308743 2.549395 0.0051
Table 7: ARDL Bound Test Results
Test Statistic Value Significance Lower upper
Bound Bound
I (0) (1)
F-Statistic 22.30964 10% 2.2 3.09
k 4 5% 2.56 3.49
2.5% 2.88 3.87
1% 3.29 4.37
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From Table 7 the ARDL Bound Test results provide compelling evidence of a long-run
association among the variables in the model. This conclusion is drawn from the
calculated F-Statistic of 22.30964, which consistently exceeds the upper bounds at 1%,
2.5%, 5%, and 10% critical values. The significance levels at each threshold suggest a
robust statistical relationship, indicating that the variables jointly impact the economic
system over the long term. The presence of three cointegrating equations, reinforcing the
argument for a stable and enduring relationship among the economic variables under

consideration.

4.5 Short Run and Long Run Dynamics

The significance of short run and the long run causal relationship is shown by the F-
statistics and t-statistics for the coefficient of Error Correction Term (ECT) respectively.
Due to the presence of cointegrating association among the variables, the LR effects of
increases in the remittances, wage, unemployment, and consumer price index on

economic growth is found by estimating the following model:
Short Run:

AInGDP = 2Zali AInRMI t-i +2a2i AInCONSEt-i +X031 AInGVE t-i + X041 AInCPI t-i
+X051 AInINV t-i +Xa61 AInLFPR t-i+et

Long Run:

InGDP = Zali InRMI t-i + Xa2i InNCONSEt-1 +2a31 InGVE t-1 +Za4i InCPI t-1 + Za5i
ININV t-i + Xa6i INLFPR t-i + et

ECM t-1 is the one period lagged error term that can be derived from the long run
equation. It is anticipated that the coefficient of ECM t-1 would be negative and
significant. If it is positive, the adjustment will be explosive. ECM t has been well-

defined in the following equation:
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ECMt = InGDPt — 00 — 3 Ali INRMIt—i — ¥ A2i INCONSEt—i — ¥ A3i INGVEt—i -3 Mi
ININVt—i -3 A5i INLFPRt—i -5 A6i CPI

S0, EC = LNGDP — (-1.6140*LNRMIT + 1.00*LNCPA + 7.9886*LNCOSE +
7.1361*LNGVE + 0.470019*LNINV +0.261170*LNLFPA — 17.9917)

The empirical results of the LR and SR equations are displayed in Table 8.

Table 8: Estimation Results of Long Run and Short Run Equations

Variables Long Run Short Run
LNRMIT -1.614038 (0.0661)

LNGVE 7.136098 (0.0023)

LNCONSE 7.988620 (0.0127)

LNCPI 0.999991 (0.0000)

LNINV 0.470019 (0.027)

LNLFPR 0.261170 (0.9672)

Constant -17.99167 (0.0360)

ALNGDP 0.417813 (0.0001)
ALNRMI 4.261719 (0.0009)
ALNGVE 0.975271 (0.0042)
ALNCONSE 4.368898 (0.0002)
ALNCPI 0.272578 (0.0001)
ALNINV 0.411819 (0.0006)
ALNLFPR 11.70063 (0.0051)
ECMt -0.734932 (0.000)

The Long-Run (LR) results in Table 8 shows that, for a 100% increase in consumption

expenditure and government expenditure will increase by 798%, and 713% respectively

which are significant at the 5% level. A negative but significant association between

remittances and consumer price index is also found in the LR, showing that for a 100%
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increase in consumer price index, investment, and labor force participation will increase
by 9.99%, 47%, and 26% which is significant at the 5% level.

The Short-Run (SR) results indicate that remittance, investment, consumption
expenditure, government expenditure, Labor force participation rate and consumer price
index have significant positive impacts on economic growth. Table 8 also indicates that
at any significance level the coefficient ECM (-1) is statistically significant; thus, the
speed of adjustment for SR to the LR equilibrium is significant. The value of the ECM
(-1) is —0.7349. It is negative, suggesting that when GDP growth is beyond or beneath
its equilibrium level, within the first year it will adjust by about 7.35%. The adjustment
process in the full convergence would be in long-run equilibrium; hence the speed of
adjustment would be crucial in case of any shock to economic growth of Bangladesh.
Paper makes keen points regarding long-run and short-run relationships of government
expenditure, remittances, Labor force participation rate and consumption expenditure

with consumer price index and their impacts on economic growth of Bangladesh.

4.6 Causality Analysis:

We use the Engle and Granger test procedure. The Granger causality test with the
augmented formation has an error correction term (ECT) when there is a cointegration

relationship and the vector error correction (VEC) framework used.

The results of VECM Granger Causality has found short run bidirectional causality
between CONSE and CPI (ACONSE<A CPI), GVE and LFPA (AGVESALFPA). The
study also finds one way causality from economic growth (GDP) to RMI (AGDP =
ARMI), investment to remittance (AINV= ARMI), investment to consumption
expenditure (AL1[1] = ACONSE), investment to labor force participation rate (AINV =
LFPA), labor force participation rate to CPI to investment (ALFPR = ACPI), labor force
participation rate to economic growth (ALFPR = AGDP), labor force participation rate to

investment (ALFPR = AINV), and labor force participation rate to consumption (ALFPR
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= ACONSE). Moreover, no short run causality is found between remittances and

government expenditure.

The coefficient of ECMt-1 for remittances in the VECM Granger causality equation
shows that the speed of adjustment is 7.34 percent towards the long-run equilibrium. The
rest of the coefficients such as economic growth, consumption expenditure, and
government expenditure are positively signed but statistically significant. Moreover,
remittance and consumer price index (CPI) are positive signs, and CPI is statistically

insignificant while remittance is statistically significant.

Table 9: Results of VECM Granger causality

Dependent Sources of causation (Independent Variables) Long-
Variable Short-Run Run
A RMI | ACPI AGVE | ACONS| AGDP | AINV | ALPF | ECT
A RMI 4.4300 | 1.88197| 0.08802| 0.60425| 0.5346| 4.4075| -1.61404
(0.109) | (0.390) | (0.9569) (0.739) | (0.765)| (0.110)| (0.0661)
ACPI 0.7903 0.52244| 1.61032| 2.25146| 4.3912| 1.3114| 0.999991
(0.6736) (0.7701)| (0.4470) (0.3244) (0.111), (0.519)| (0.0000)
AGVE 2.42201| 2.76566 1.27187| 0.30396| 0.7446| 6.4625| 7.136098
(0.2979)| (0.2509) (0.5294) (0.8590) (0.689) (0.040)| (0.0023)
ACONSE | 1.33724| 10.1386| 3.69793 1.89858| 0.2905| 4.6763| 7.988620
(0.5124) (0.0063) (0.1574) (0.3870) (0.864) (0.097)| (0.0127)
AGDP 9.56287| 4.74100| 1.31602| 3.68275 2.0091| 0.8433| -0.73493
(0.0084)| (0.0934) (0.5179) (0.1586) (0.366)| (0.656) (0.0001)
AINV 11.7276| 4.55590| 1.17878| 25.3964| 1.72523 6.4625| 0.470019
(0.0028)| (0.1025)| (0.4090)| 0.0000 | (0.4221) (0.040)| (0.027)
ALFPR 1.84135| 6.54266| 1.27092| 11.0014| 7.77030| 5.7006 0.261170
(0.3982) (0.0380) (0.5237)| (0.0041) (0.0205)( (0.057) (0.9672)
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Discussion

This study reexamines the link between remittances and GDP in Bangladesh over the period
1991-2022. It finds a mixed but significant remittance effect on GDP in both the short and
long run. The long-run coefficient of remittances is -1.614, p-value: 0.07 and indicates a
negative, marginally significant effect on economic growth, confirming the Dutch Disease
hypothesis. It contradicts the earlier studies (Mahmud et al., 2014; Okwu et al., 2017) which
stated a positive link between remittances and GDP. The short-term effects (ALNRMI =
4.26, p-value: 0.009) are positively associated, in line with Barua's (2005) finding that

remittances fuel short-term consumption and economic activity.

Consumption expenditure (ALNCONSE = 4.37, p-value: 0.0002) has a significant positive
short-term effect on GDP, implying remittances raise short-term household consumption at
the cost of productive investment. Evidence from existing literature (Higgins, 2012)
indicates that remittances improve living standards but not necessarily sustainable growth.
Further, government expenditure (7.14, p-value: 0.0023) significantly affects long-term
GDP, indicating the role of fiscal policy in economic stability (Romer, 2016). The short-run
effect (ALNGVE = 0.98, p-value: 0.0042) indicates that government spending affects

economic performance with immediate effect.

Investment (0.470019, p-value: 0.027) is positively related to GDP, in line with traditional
economic theories of growth that emphasize capital accumulation as a key driver of
development (Barro, 1991). Labor force participation rate (LFPR), on the other hand, is
statistically insignificant in the long term (0.261170, p-value: 0.9672), unlike other research

(Barua, 2005) which underlines the contribution of labor market forces to economic growth.

For the short term, a rise in LFPR (A = 11.70063) significantly boosts GDP, implying that
labor trends in the short term influence economic activity. The negative constant term (-

17.99, p-value: 0.036) suggests an economic framework unfavorable to growth when other
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factors are absent. The large negative ECM coefficient (-0.74, p-value: 0.000) suggests fast
adjustment to equilibrium, i.e., deviations of GDP from remittance inflows are quickly
adjusted. This study is in line with the literature, showing that while remittances yield short-
run economic benefits, their long-run effects can be uncertain or even adverse due to
structural inefficiencies and exchange rate pressures. Previous studies (Higgins, 2012;
Mahmud et al., 2014) view remittances positively, but our findings reveal that they could be
a stumbling block to sustainable development as they contract labor contribution and
promote consumption over investment. Our policies should therefore direct remittance flows

to productive sectors to mitigate potential long-run economic growth effects.

When considering the long-term negative effect of remittances on Bangladesh's economic
growth, these findings align with the concept of Dutch Disease. Dutch Disease refers to a
situation where an influx of foreign currency—such as remittances—Ileads to an appreciation
of the local currency, harming the competitiveness of the export sector, particularly
manufacturing. Similarly, this study suggests that remittances could have a detrimental long-
term impact on Bangladesh’s economy, hinting at a potential shift in the economic structure.
Even with the short-term advantages, remittances may unintentionally weaken long-term

economic growth, mirroring the negative impacts of Dutch Disease experiences.

The policy must target productive remittance use, diversification of exports, effective
government expenditure, promotion of investment, human capital improvement of the
workforce, and inflation management to counter Dutch Disease impacts on economic growth
in the long run. Economic policy strengthening can curb the Dutch Disease impacts and

provide sustainable economic growth for the Bangladesh economy.
5. Conclusion

In conclusion, this study delves into the nuanced dynamics of the relationship between
economic growth, remittances, and various economic indicators in Bangladesh from

1991 to 2022. The findings illuminate distinct patterns in both the long run and short
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run, shedding light on the intricate interplay of these variables. In the long run, the
negative and marginally significant impact of remittances on economic growth suggests
a complex relationship influenced by factors such as moral hazard problems. The
government can thus mitigate the issue of moral hazard through alleviating the issue of
asymmetric information. The positive long-term relationship between government
expenditure and GDP as well as the large percentage of wages in the economic structure

reveal many things about the trends of the Bangladesh economy.

Furthermore, marginal statistical significance of the effect on consumption expenditure
also points towards the need for further understanding of this relationship. Results
provide a complete perspective on the extent to which remittances, CPI, government
expenditure, and consumption expenditure individually and in combination influence
economic growth in Bangladesh. Validity of the research also becomes evident with the
large magnitude of the error correction term indicating that it is strong in bringing about
deviations from long-run equilibrium. Although such evidence provides valuable input
to the body of research, it is important to consider the complexity of economic
relationships and the need for regular research with perspective towards finding new
dynamics. Future studies might explore additional factors and delve deeper into the
specific mechanisms governing these economic interactions. In summary, this study
offers a nuanced perspective on the economic landscape of Bangladesh, enriching our
understanding of the intricate relationships that drive economic growth in this context.
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Women’s Higher Education in Alia Madrasah of Bangladesh:
An Exploration into Family Challenges

Sharif Hossain!

Abstract: The study explores a small set of factors of family-related issues of women
studying higher education in alia madrasahs of Bangladesh. Even as educational
institutions see greater female enrollment, enormous domestic obstacles thwart
many women from advancing through academia. This study offers primarily
qualitative with some quantitative analysis of family related factors that affect the
higher education of women in alia madrasah of Bangladesh. Interviews with women
students, their families and educators underscore the complicated interrelations of
traditional gender roles, familial expectations and educational aspirations. The
findings indicate a growing recognition of the value of women's education. However,
entrenched family pressures and hindrances continue to obstruct women's access to
higher education in Alia Madrasabh.

Keywords: Higher education, alia madrasah, family challenges

1. Introduction

Educating women is recognized as a cornerstone for national advancement and prosperity.
Throughout history, the progress of civilization has been closely linked to the empowerment
of women (Towns, 2009). In Bangladesh, where women constitute a significant proportion
of the population with women outnumbering men by 3.22 million in a total population of
173.52 million (SVRS, 2024) their development is essential for sustainable national growth.
Recent data from the Bangladesh Bureau of Educational information and Statistics

(BANBEIS) reveal that the gross enrolment ratio (GER) for higher education was 20 18%

1 Assistant Professor, Islamic Studies, Email-t41332@nu.ac.bd OSD, Directorate of Secondary and Higher
Education
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in 2023, with a female GUR of 16.51% (Alamgir, 2024). Furthermore, Bangladesh is
scheduled to graduate from the group of least developed countries 24 November 2025
(United Nations, 2024).

The role of educated women is increasingly acknowledged as Vital for the country's
progress, particularly in light of a significant shift in workplace dynamics and educational
participation. Although the proportion of highly educated women from madrasahs has risen
over the past two decades, these students continue to lag behind their counterparts in general
education. Among the myriad challenges they face, family-related obstacles are especially
critical. Overcoming these familial constraints could substantially increase the participation

of madrasah girls in higher education.

While extensive research exists on the challenges facing women in general higher education,
there is a notable gap regarding women in madrasah education in Bangladesh. Moreover,
little attention has been given to the specific family challenges that hinder these women from
pursuing higher education. In this context, the primary objective of the present study is to
investigate the family related challenges experienced by women in madrasah higher

education and to elucidate the societal and familial dynamics underlying these obstacles.

1.1. Higher Education

The idea of higher education has long been perceived as a demanding concept. The
characteristics of higher educational institutions differ across different states (Ferdous,
2019). In this context, while all post-secondary education may be considered part of higher
education in some cases, only university-level education is often regarded as true higher
education (Ehsan, 2008). In many countries, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region, the
progression of higher education is structured so that candidates must complete primary and
secondary education before advancing to tertiary-level education (Vimala, 2010). The higher
education sector is vast and diverse, including fields such as the humanities, sciences,

mathematics, arts, cultural and social sciences, technical disciplines (like medicine,
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engineering, agricultural sciences, and applied sciences), vocational and skill-based
programs, education and training, hospitality, management, teacher education, and more.
This sector has grown rapidly and continues to expand, now covering all types of training,
research, and educational institutions. Over time, new fields of study and innovative
systems—such as work-study programs, e-learning, and alternative models like barefoot
colleges—have reshaped traditional education, which was once more institution-centered
(such as universities, colleges, and institutes). Students now have the option to pursue part-
time or distance learning programs alongside traditional full-time study. Higher education
comprises all post-secondary education, training and research guidance at educational
institutions such as universities that are authorized as institutions of higher education by state
authorities. In brief higher education is education, training and research guidance that takes
place after at the postsecondary level (Approaches for Systematic Planning of Development
Projects: Higher Education, 2004). In the World Declaration on Higher Education adopted
by the World Conference on Higher Education in 1998, higher education was defined as:
“all types of studies, training or training for research at the post-secondary level, provided
by universities or other educational establishments that are approved as institutions of higher
education by the competent state authorities (World Declaration On Higher Education,
1998).” UNESCO, the World Bank, UNDP and others use this same basic definition.

Higher education in Alia Madrasah, like general education, refers to the two levels of study
and certification after higher secondary (Alim). Here too, both undergraduate (honors/pass)

and postgraduate degrees encompass the subject of higher education.

Table 1: Hierarchy of General and Alia Madrasah education systems

Higher

Undergraduate Postgraduate
econdary

Primary = Secondary S
BA, BBA, BSC, MA, MBA, MSC,
BSS, LLB MSS, LLM

Alia | Ebtedayee | Dakhil Alim Fazil Kamil
Source: Developed by researcher

General | Primary SSC HSC
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1.2. Alia Madrasah

The word Alia Madrasah (4= 4dle) formed of two Arabic words. One is Alia/Aleah (4dle)
and another one is Madrasah (). The Arabic word (4le) ‘Alia’ means high, exalted, or
sublime, essentially signifying someone or something who or which is elevated or noble.
Madrasah or Madrasha however we pronounce the word is originally derived from the
Arabic language. The word madrasah/madrasha (%) is derived from the Arabic verb root

(u+0?) “darsun’ (to read) which means ‘a place to receive lessons’ or ‘a place to give lessons.

In Arabic-speaking countries and in Arabic dictionaries, the word madrasah refers to school.
In one word, the Arabic word 'Madrasah' is synonymous with the word school. Besides, the

English equivalent of Madrasah is 'School', the Chinese equivalent is "*#4%X', the French

equivalent is 'I'école’, the Spanish equivalent is 'la escuela' and in Hindi ‘¥h¢f” is used. So,

Alia Madrasah means a school where the tertiary education is given.

At present, madrasah is understood as Islamic religious educational institution in many
countries like Bangladesh. Madrasa in the conventional sense means the educational
institution where the educational program is conducted in combination of spiritual
knowledge and worldly knowledge (Azam Azada et al,. 2018). According to the Madrasah
Education Board Act — “Madrasah” means a religious educational institution for the teaching
and practice of Islamic scriptures and “Madrasa Education” means education related to

Ibtedayi standards, Dakhil standards and Alim standards.

Madrasah in Arabic dictionary means-
s al e sae ) Bl i o slall Caliaal (pu g ol a3l L alaty Ryaslat ans (A ns 2l
Y el ity Jsall (g S A A a1 AW Al ally a4 i s Aalae Y1 5f Adaws siall 5 A1)
Aol 48,4l il an ga (500 llall Jgn Galaall (e KU o 5l el G ylaa s dali (G pla s daa sSa )2
Ll y(Lisan Al Arab, 1990)- aghluzail (pua 5 Dl i e
Translation: A school is an educational institution where students learn different subjects.

Classes are divided into preparatory primary, secondary and high school levels and this is
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called compulsory primary education in many countries. These schools are generally divided
into public, private and special schools. Around the world (Many schools follow the same
uniform to prevent class discrimination, maintain clean appearance and good discipline

among students.)

Many books and research have been done on madrasa education. Institutions engaged in the
acquisition and distribution of Islamic knowledge are called madrasahs. Hazrat Muhammad
(pbuh) was the best educated scholar of his time in the Arab world. The Prophet (PBUH)
established a Madrasah in the house of the eminent Companion Arkam Ibn Abil Arkam and

started teaching the Companions on the Qur'an and Hadith (Mohammad, 2004).

Based on the first oath of Baitul Aqaba, one by one masjid and madrasah were established
in Madinah

1. Masjid-e-Bani Juwaikh Madrasa

2. Makame Quba Mosque Madrasah

3. Madrasa-e-Nakimul Khajamat Masjid Madrasa and

4. Masjid-e-Nabbi was established after the Prophet's (PBUH) migration to Yasrib or Medina
(Sattar 2004).

Islamic education also expanded during Khulafay Rasheda's reign. During the reign of
Hazrat Umar (RA, 604-644 ) the era of Khulafay Rashedin, a group of muballigs arrived in
Bangladesh under the leadership of Hazrat Mahmud and Muhaimin (RA). Then several
groups of Companions kept coming one after the other. Among them were Abdullah Ibn
Utban, Khadim Ibn Amr at-Tamimi, Suhar Ibn Al Abdi, Suaib Ibn Adi and Ar Hakam Ibn
Abeel As Saqfi (Ra) (Abedin, 2014).

At the time of the Umayyad ruler Hajjaz Ibn Yusuf, the ancient town of Bengal in
Lalmonirhat district, the place called ‘Majder Ara’ was established in 690 AD. A mosque
called the Lost Mosque has been discovered. 1204 AD Ikhtiyar Uddin Muhammad Bakhtiyar
Khalji established Muslim rule in this country through his conquest of Bengal. (Abedin,

2014) added according to Max Muller, 80 thousand madrasas were functioning in Bengal till
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1757 AD. But when the British government occupied Bengal and seized the waqf property
allocated for the expenses of the mosque madrasas, the madrasas started to close down

gradually.

Table 2: List of educated population in various educational institutions of the country

Educational Household | Husband/ Son/ | Daughter/ | Grandson/ | Father/ | Brother/ | Others | Total

Qualification chief Wife daughter | son in law | daughter | mother sister
School | 81.7 81.9 81.8 82.1 82.6 | 82.2 | 83.0 [82.2819
College 9.7 9.7 9.5 10.0 9.1 10.1 9.8 9.9 | 9.6
University 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.1 1.3 1.6 | 1.5

Madrasah| 5.5 5.4 5.6 5.2 5.2 5.0 | 54 | 5.0 /|55
Govt. Literacy

0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 | 0.2

Program

NGO Literacy | 1.0 1.0 | 09 11 | 10 ] 03 | 08009
Program
Others| 0.5 04 | 05 | 03 04 | 05| 01 |04] 04

Total| 100 100 100 100 100 100 | 100 | 100 | 100
Source: Household Income and Expenditure survey 2016

Warren Hastings established control over the company through the reform process after
taking over the administration of Suba Bengal in 1772 and strengthened this process of
control in 1773 (Firminger ed., 1969). Thus, when Warren Hastings became dependent on
the Muslim ruling class for the administration, there was an application by the Muslim
community of Calcutta to establish a madrasa in Calcutta. Hastings accepted the request and
established Calcutta Madrasa within a month (Sharp, 1965). Islamic criminal law was
applicable in the administration of the Nizamat system of this country. By establishing
madrasas with his own funds, he wanted to create an educated class from among the Muslim
community, on whom the criminal administration would be run. In 1781, he clearly
mentioned this fact while giving a speech in Calcutta Madrasa (Husain, 1934). This is how
Aliya Madrasa education started in the subcontinent. Later, after partition in 1947, when the
Indian government expressed its disapproval of its management, the then Pakistani

government shifted it to Dhaka, the capital of East Pakistan (Mohammad, 2004). Initially,
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the intermediate college at Lakshmi Bazar Dhaka Alia was started on a temporary basis and
later shifted to the permanent campus at Bakhshi Bazar in 1957. List of the total population
studying in various educational institutions in Bangladesh and the percentage of madrasah

students (HIES, 2016) presented in table 2.

1.3. Objectives of the Study
General objective of the study is to explore the family-related challenges that women in
Bangladesh are facing in accessing and pursuing higher education in Alia Madrasah.
However, the specific objectives are:
a. To examine the current state of women's higher education in Alia Madrasah
institutions in Bangladesh;
b. To identify the family-related challenges that women face in pursuing higher
education in Alia Madrasah;
c. To analyze how cultural and religious norms influence family attitudes toward
women's education in Alia Madrasah;
4. To explore strategies that can help overcome family. related barriers in women's

education in Alia Madrasah Institutions.

2. Research Methodology

2.1. Research Type and Approach

The study is mainly exploratory research. Although there is huge study on the educational
system of Alia Madrasah but there is no research on the higher education of women in Alia
Madrasah and their family challenges towards higher education. Women's higher education
in Alia Madrasa is different from other higher education. Therefore, exploratory research is
needed to bring a new topic to the fore. However, quantitative data has also been collected

and used to know the demographic position and family problems of the respondents.

2.2 Selection of the study area and sampling method
The proposed research is on the family challenges of women pursuing higher education in

alia madrasah. The respondent population is a relatively homogeneous group. Therefore, the

34|Page



Government Ashek Mahmud College Journal

survey area has been purposively selected for the questionnaire survey. For sampling

purposes Rajshahi City Corporation has been selected as survey area. There are 11 City

Hossain (2025)

Corporations in Bangladesh and among these City Corporations Rajshahi is securing 6™

position according to the number of women students studying in higher education in Alia

Madrasah. Two madrasahs from this City Corporation have been purposively selected as

they are the renowned Kamil madrasah and have plenty of women students in both Fazil and

Kamil Class. For the sampling purpose Taro Yamane sample size table has been used where

10% error is counted (Yamane, 1967). Selected madrasahs are non-government but run under

the monthly payment order (MPO) system.

Table 3: Number and sampling of questionnaire survey

Number of Student

District | Thana Name of Madrasah Class Total Sample
Fazil 1% yr
Fazil 2
Rajshahi | Rajpara | RAJSHAHI DARUS SALAM |~ = M |43 13
KAMIL MADRASHA Fazil 3" yr
Kamil
Fazil 1% yr
Fazil 2
Rajshahi | Boalia MADINATUL ULUM - ! 248 47
KAMIL MADRASAH Fazil 3¢ yr
Kamil
Total 424 80

Source: Developed by researcher

2.3. Source of information
Necessary information collected from both primary and secondary sources.

2.4. Primary sources

Primary data collected from students of both Darus Salam Kamil madrasah and Madinatul

Ulum Kamil Madrasah.
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2.5. Secondary Sources

Secondary data collected from various educational policies related to madrasah education,
reports of various commissions, various reports on madrasah, research related books,
journals, articles, periodicals, MPhil and PhD dissertations, newspapers, publications of
government institutions, policy reports of government, international organizations and

websites.

2.6. Data collection techniques

A structured questionnaire survey has been conducted to collect primary data from the
respondents to find out the status of family challenges of women pursuing higher education
in Alia Madrasah. The question paper contained both closed and open-ended questions. The
question paper was checked before finalization. The questionnaire administered through a
face-to-face interview. The researcher collected information from the respondents about the

issues of family challenges while they are continuing higher education in alia madrasah.

2.7. Data analysis techniques

After the collection of data, it was verified, reviewed and tested. Then the data encoded,
classified, and tabulated. Content analysis or textual analysis have been used to explore the
present and the past status of women higher education in alia madrasah. To analyze the
quantitative data collected through the questionnaire survey, SPSS and MS Excel were used

for presentation through various images, percentage and tables.

3. Family Challenges of Women Pursuing Higher Education in Alia Madrasah

Family challenges are one of the main reasons why women students are impeded from the
overall process of higher education in madrasah. Elements that are influencing women’s
drop out in higher education are categorized into the four-section included: student-related
factors, campus-related factors, family-related factors, and community related factors (Wells
and Hambly, 1989). Family support or family-related factor is another significant socio-
cultural element which encourage women to accomplish higher education. This argument

has argued that the family problem of students is a major social barrier to leaving college. If
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they are partially or fully supported by the family, they can easily provide the time for the
study (Subedi, 2024). When looking for improvements in the educational systems, family
implications were considered a significant index. Both family and school are educational
agents playing a highly relevant role in the education of the students. Their relationships
favor and enrich the educational process, with the main objective to value the role of the
family and its influence on the university dropout cases (Ramirez & Navarro, 2016). The
family whose socioeconomic and educational status appeared significantly below average,
as the parents had not completed secondary education and were unemployed, had their
children's education disrupted (Videnovic & Lazarevic, 2017). The personal, educational,
economic, social, and cultural background of parents, along with their own educational
goals, the ambitions, values, and hopes they instill in their children, as well as the support
and encouragement they provide at every stage of their children's journey, are all crucial
factors in determining the success of the children’s academic progress and completion of
their education (Tsolou, Babalis, 2020). We anticipate that girls are more likely than boys to
drop out of education due to family-related reasons, such as early family formation and
caregiving duties for their families. Considering the larger family sizes, African American
and Latina girls may face greater family care obligations. Therefore, the trend of leaving
education is primarily driven by girls rather than boys (Stearns, E., Glennie, E.J. 2006).
Overall, the findings indicate that family issues are a significant predictor of dropout
behavior among women students. Students from lower socio-economic backgrounds are
more likely to leave school early compared to those from wealthier families. Several factors
could explain this, though no single factor can be proven to be the sole cause. Parents with
higher education levels may act as better role models, influencing their children's educational
aspirations. These parents are also likely to spend more time with their children, which can
enhance their academic abilities. Additionally, children from higher-income families tend to
live in more affluent communities with better-funded schools, offering them more supportive

and rewarding educational experiences (Rumberger, 1983).
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We have tried to highlight the types of family problems faced by women students and also
analyzed various aspects of their families. To facilitate data analysis, demographic

information of the students has also been presented.

3.1. Demographic information:

A total of 80 women students from two selected madrasas in the research area participated
in the questionnaire survey. All the participants were women students because the research
has related them. Moreover, they are all belong to Muslim family since they are the madrasah
student. In terms of marital status, 51 were single, 29 were married, and 0 were divorced and
widowed, respectively. 60 students stayed at home, 13 at the mess, and 7 at the relative’s

house for their studies.

3.2. Fathers’ educational qualification of the respondents

Fathers’ educational qualifications mostly influence the higher education of their children.
In this case women students who would like to participate in higher education they get the
inspiration from their parents. Generally, the madrasah students lagged behind from the
general stream students and the women students are more lagged in this case. The picture
will easily be traced analyzing fathers’ education.

Figure 1: Fathers’ educational qualification
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The study shows that the fathers of the majority of the respondents (32.5%) are in the ‘Other’
(class 1 to 10) category. 23.75% of the fathers are graduates, 16.25% are postgraduates, 15%
have completed secondary, 10% have completed higher secondary and 2.5% are in the self-
educated (Govt./NGO literacy program) category. The educational qualification of the father
is closely related to the women higher studies, shaping the future and greatly broadening and
narrowing the path of their higher education (Haque & Alam, 2020). From this, it is easy to
guess how the educational qualification of the father decelerates the family problems in the

field of women higher education.

3.3. Fathers’ Professions of the Respondents

There is close relationship between fathers’ profession and the higher education of women.
Profession related to income and income decides how the family will run. The professional
status of the fathers of women students participating in the survey is shown in the table
below.

Table 4: Fathers' Professions of the Respondents

Sl Father's Profession ~ Number Percentage
1 Govt service 1 1.25
2 Private Job 18 22.5
3 Business 18 22.5
4 Others 32 40
5 Teacher 11 13.75

Total= 80 100

Source: Field survey, 2025
The research reveals that most of respondents’ fathers’ profession is in ‘Others’ (Agriculture,
Driving, Expatriate, Retired, Carpenter, Imam, Deceased, Muazzin, Worker, Retired,
Autorickshaw Driver, Unemployed) (40%) category. Meanwhile 22.5% of the respondents’
fathers' professions are ‘business’ and ‘private job’ respectively. 13.75% of the respondents'
fathers' profession is teaching and surprisingly 1.25% of them have a government job. In the
Bangladeshi family system, the breadwinner in the family makes the final decision about

education or higher education (Haque & Alam, 2020). In this case, the father's professional
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position is the determining factor. Awareness about education depends largely on the

profession of the breadwinner.

3.4. Monthly income of the respondent student's family

According to the Bangladesh Economic Survey (2022), the current per capita monthly
income of Bangladeshi people is 15,988 takas (22,600 taka in urban areas and 13,398 takas
in rural areas). The monthly household income of women with higher education in madrasas

can be seen in the table below.

Table 5: Monthly income of the respondent student's family

Sl Monthly Income Number percentage
1 0 1 1.25
2 10000 4 5
3 12000 2 2.5
4 15000 13 16.25
5 20000 16 20
6 24000 1 1.25
7 25000 10 12.5
8 27000 1 1.25
9 30000 14 17.5
10 35000 4 5
11 40000 4 5
12 45000 1 1.25
13 50000 7 8.75
14 60000 2 2.5
80 100

Source: Field survey, 2025

The analysis of the table shows that 1.25% of families have no monthly income, indicating
a decrease in their income because the earning person is deceased. Additionally, 23.75% of
families have a monthly income lower than the national per capita income. 35% of families

earn between 20,000 and 27,000 bdt, 22.5% earn between 30,000 and 35,000 bdt, and 6.25%
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of families earn between 40,000 and 45,000 bdt. 8.75% of families earn 50,000 bdt per
month, while 2.5% of families earn the highest income of 60,000 bdt.

3.5. Marital status of the respondents

In a country like Bangladesh, with a large population, the legal age for marriage has been
set at 18 for women and 21 for men to help control population growth and promote human
resource development. These age limits are part of laws aimed at preventing child marriage.
However this age limits can arrive women legally to complete secondary education, many
face challenges after marriage that make it difficult for them to pursue higher education. As
a result, higher education often becomes out of reach. To truly achieve "constitutional
equality of women and men" in both society and the state, it is essential to make education

especially higher education more accessible and attainable for women.

Figure 2: Marital status of respondents

63.75%

]l Married 2 Unmarried =3 Divorced =4 Widow

Source: Field survey, 2025

Here in the study the figure shows that 63.75% women are unmarried and pursuing higher
education in alia madrasah whereas 36.25% of women are married and struggling in their

higher education journey. Among the respondents’ no one was divorced nor widow.
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3.6. Priority for women’s education in the family

It has been proven worldwide that educating girls has many long-term impacts on the
families they reside in. We were totally off the mark. We still have parents who wrongly
believe it is less important to educate women in the family than men. Women should stay at
home to help with chores or farm work while the men strut on to school. Sometimes, the
girls are married way too early, and their responsibility becomes catering to their husbands
and children. Respondents from the two selected Kamil Madrasas were asked whether their

families prioritized education for women?

Figure 3: Priority for women’s education in the family

ml Not at all

2 Somewhat
m3 Neutral
m4 Yes

B5 Very much

Source: Field survey, 2025

Among the respondents 65% of them responded ‘yes’, that means their family prioritize
women education. 28% of them said their family very much appreciate women education.
6% of the respondent said their family ‘somewhat’ allow and most interestingly 1% not

permit women education in their family while 0% stayed neutral regarding question.
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3.7. Performing various household chores

Women serve as powerful inspirations to men, children, and other family members, while
also contributing to the development of the nation by instilling strong cultural values in their
children. In society, housework is typically regarded as unpaid labor (Nagindrappa, M. &
Khan, A.G., 2021). This unpaid work encompasses not just household chores but also the
caregiving of family members. Since it occurs behind closed doors and is primarily carried
out by women, the importance of this work to both families and society is often neglected or
undervalued. A questionnaire survey was conducted among women students of alia
madrasah to find out whether performing various household chores hindered their path to
higher education. Their opinions were as follows.

Figure 4: Performing various household chores

STRONGLY STRONGLY
DISAGREE AGREE

1 S

mnumber MmMpercentage
Source: Field survey, 2025

The above chart shows that 55% (of which 27.5% strongly agree and 27.5% agree) of the
respondents agree that their higher education is being hampered due to performing various
household chores. 17.5% of the respondents refrained from commenting on this issue. Out
of the respondents, 27.5% (of which 22.5% disagree and 5% strongly disagree) feel that their

higher education is not being hampered due to performing various household chores.
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3.8. Women's subservient position in the family due to patriarchal attitudes

Although the constitution of Bangladesh and its general laws seemingly ensure gender
equality for women (Article 14, Constitution of Bangladesh, 1972), the patriarchal
interpretation of these laws perpetuates the dominance of patriarchal attitudes. It is often
stated that the legal status of women in Bangladesh is much more favorable than their real-
life situation (Sultana, 2010). Women students were asked through a questionnaire survey to
determine if the subordination of women in the family, due to patriarchal attitudes, was an

obstacle to their pursuit of higher education. The following are their responses.

Figure 5: Women's subservient position in the family due to patriarchal attitudes
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Here in this figure, we see that 5% of the respondents strongly disagree and 16.25% disagree
that women's subservient position in the family due to patriarchal attitudes not making any
obstacle towards their higher education in alia madrasah. 17.5% of the respondents made no
comments on it. Whereas 61.25% (of which 31.25% strongly agree and 30% agree) of total
respondents opined that women's subservient position in the family due to patriarchal

attitudes definitely make obstacle towards their higher education in alia madrasah.
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3.9. Absence of higher-educated role models within the family

The absence of higher-educated role models within the family refers to a situation where a
child has no close family members, such as parents, siblings, or relatives, who have attained
a higher level of education and who sets an example by inspiring and impacting others (Atif,
2022). This absence may restrict the child's exposure to the idea of pursuing higher
education, potentially shaping their aspirations and academic goals. A connection has been
established between having a role model and positive outcomes, including improved self-
esteem, academic performance, and resilience (Yancey, 2002). The responses of the
respondents are shown below.

Figure 6: Absence of higher-educated role models within the family

1 Strongly disagreem2 Disagree
Em3 No comments M4 Agree

B5 Strongly agree
Source: Field survey, 2025

The figure above shows that the absence of higher-educated role models within the family
is a vital factor in raising the next generation towards higher education in the family because
the analysis of the figure clarifies 72% of the total respondents (summation of 34% strongly
agree and 38% agree) are opined positively. 15% of respondents did not want to comment.
12.5% of respondents disagree and 1.25% strongly disagree that the absence of higher

educated role models makes no difference.
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3.10. The frail position of women in the family

A family is not only an economic unit, but also a unit of co-residence and co-existence. Over
the decades, attempts to measure women's status holistically have aimed to capture the
interconnected social, economic, political, and demographic factors. However, these efforts
have only been able to provide a broad overview of gender-based status differences
(Chakrabarti, 2020). Women'’s frail position in the family, often influenced by societal norms
and power imbalances, can be reflected in several ways, such as having little influence in
decision-making, depending financially on their partner, facing an unfair distribution of
household duties, and lacking control over their reproductive choices. This can result in
increased vulnerability and limited autonomy within the family. The opinions of women

students regarding the weak position of women in the family were as follows.

Figure 7: The frail position of women in the family

NUMBER PERCENTAGE

Bl Strongly disagreem?2 Disagree
m3 No comments m4 Agree

H5 Strongly agree
Source: Field survey, 2025

In this above figure we see 3.75% strongly disagree and 12.5% of disagree, in total 16.25%
of the total respondents opined there are no weak or frail position of women in the family.

18.75% of them wanted to restrain from the comment. On the flip side 36.25% agree and
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28.75% strongly agree, altogether 65% of the total respondents expressed their opinion

behalf of weak position of women in the family.

4. Recommendations

One of the major obstacles to women's advancement in alia madrasa higher education in

Bangladesh is multiple issues and conditions within the family setting.. The following

activities can be taken to remove these obstacles.

>

To enhance women's access to and success in higher education in Alia Madrasahs of
Bangladesh, it is advisable to initiate extensive awareness campaigns, facilitate
community dialogues, and integrate school-based programs that actively advocate
for gender equality.

To improve the pursuit of higher education by women in Alia Madrasahs of
Bangladesh, it is advisable to implement dedicated scholarships, financial aid
initiatives, and vocational training programs specifically tailored for female students
within this educational framework.

To promote the advancement of women's higher education, it is advisable that
Government, policy making entities and educational institutions enact supportive
policies. These policies could encompass provisions such as adaptable class
schedules, targeted scholarship initiatives, and family counseling programs tailored
to aid women students.

Challenging traditional gender roles that typically assign the primary responsibility
for household chores to women and promoting a more equitable distribution of these
tasks among family members. Using effective time management techniques to
balance study time and household tasks.

Ensure that women have access to financial independence through education,
employment, and control over their earnings. Economic independence often leads to

greater autonomy and respect within the family. Encourage shared decision-making
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among all family members, giving both women and men an equal say in important
matters.

» In case of absence of higher educated person in the family and parents have limited
education, parents and elders should actively support their child's academic journey
and encourage them to consider higher education can make a significant difference.
Organizations that link students from disadvantaged backgrounds with college

students or professionals can provide valuable role models and resources.

By addressing above factors, women can be empowered to overcome family-related

obstacles and pursue higher education in alia madrasah with greater confidence and support.

5. Conclusion

This study, conducted to investigate the family problems of women studying in Alia
Madrasah higher education, found that various problems and situations at the family level
are actually blocking women’s higher education in alia madrasah. Over the past few decades,
the importance of women's education within families has changed considerably. In the past,
patriarchal norms often confined women to household duties, restricting their access to
education. However, shifts in society and government policies have resulted in a greater
acknowledgment of the value of educating women. Yet sometimes we hear that women are
not given priority in the family which is very unexpected. Performing various household
chores often limits women’s ability to access education, especially in families where
traditional gender roles dominate. The heavy responsibility of domestic tasks leaves women
students with little time and energy to focus on their studies. As a result, their ability to attend
higher education is restricted, affecting both their intellectual growth and their long-term
educational aspirations. The inferior position of women in the family, influenced by
patriarchal beliefs, greatly hinders their ability to pursue higher education. These societal
norms restrict women's independence, often confining them to household duties and
diminishing the importance of their educational ambitions. Consequently, women encounter

significant challenges in achieving their academic objectives. Having educated role models
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is vital in creating an environment that motivates women to value education and aim for
academic success. As a result, encouraging and supporting educated women within the
family is key to inspiring future generations to seek higher education. The weak position of
women within the family shows as a major obstacle to their access to higher education.
Consequently, women are often deprived of the necessary support and resources to pursue
higher education, limiting their personal and professional growth. Addressing these family
related challenges requires not only changing familial dynamics but also broader cultural
shifts of people towards gender equality to empower women to pursue higher education in

alia madrasah and break the cycle of challenges related to family.
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Teachers’ Perspectives on Assessing Self-Directed Learning

Behaviour of EFL Learners
Md Lutfor Rahman?

Abstract: This study explores self-directed learning (SDL) among EFL undergraduate students
in Bangladesh, highlighting its drawbacks and areas for enhancement. Despite the growing
importance of SDL in language acquisition, most students display irregular study habits,
ineffective goal-setting, limited self-monitoring, and a lack of reflective practices. While some
students seek additional learning opportunities outside the classroom, challenges remain in
assessing progress, managing time, and streamlining the process. The study was driven by the
prevalence of teacher-centred approaches in most educational settings and the limited exposure
to digital learning, underscoring the need to make learners more autonomous in resource-poor
environments. Data on students' goal-setting and adaptability were collected through a
quantitative survey involving 200 undergraduate EFL students from government colleges
under the National University of Bangladesh, alongside structured questionnaires completed
by teachers. The findings reveal two main barriers to effective SDL: the tradition of teacher-
led instruction and limited access to digital resources. Although some students engage in
extracurricular learning, many still struggle with self-regulation, critical thinking, and
technology use. The paper concludes with a recommendation that metacognitive goal-setting,
reflective learning strategies, and enhanced digital literacy training should be incorporated to
bolster SDL. These approaches aim to foster learner autonomy and self-regulation, essential

for sustainable language development in low-resource educational contexts.

Keywords: Self-Directed Learning (SDL), English as a Foreign Language (EFL), Learner

Autonomy, Digital Literacy, Metacognitive Strategies

Introduction

The core teaching methods for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) incorporate SDL
principles, which form the basis of modern educational practices. According to Knowles
(1975), SDL represents a learning approach for students to discover their learning

requirements, followed by goal-setting and progress assessment. The development of SDL
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requires SDL as an approach because this approach helps students build permanent and flexible
learning capabilities that are essential for achieving independent learning outcomes (Knowles,
1975). The implementation of SDL takes place in EFL learning environments through an
approach that enables self-driven educational experiences for student management and
assessment and distance learning maintenance (Lian et al., 2021). The EFL teaching system
receives modern globalisation requirements as its basis to establish a new learning standard
that combines language proficiency skills with educational environment navigation autonomy
(Haidari et al., 2019; Kadir et al., 2017).

Modern technology advances mean that more and more EFL teaching benefits from the focus
on SDL. Currently, students have access to digital tools and online platforms to develop their
skills beyond what is in a traditional classroom (Lee et al., 2019; Tawafak et al., 2019). This
includes language learning applications as well as virtual exchange programmes and
multimedia content, which enables learners to use authentic language in interactive learning
(Lu, 2010). The role of self-directed learning behaviour on learning resource efficiency is
extremely significant because a mature understanding of SDL behaviours is key to the success
of higher education. Unique obstacles to ESL learning of university students due to limited
facilities, outdated classroom practices and digitally different levels of capabilities of students
are posed in Bangladesh’s education systems by fast-growing technology (Hafizah Adnan &
Sayadi, 2022).

Problem Statement

Self-directed learning (SDL) is widely acknowledged as a necessary skill for students' lifetime
learning and academic achievement, particularly in English as a foreign language (EFL)
education. On the contrary, nothing is known about how Bangladeshi EFL students at graduate
school exhibit and grow their SDL behaviours. Although recent research (Cadorin et al., 2017,
Hafizah Adnan & Sayadi, 2022) has highlighted the growing importance of SDL in language
instruction, few empirical studies have focused exclusively on EFL learners, particularly in

resource-constrained countries such as Bangladesh.

Furthermore, literature shows that SDL behaviour is significantly influenced by both
technological and societal aspects (Haidari et al., 2019; Lian et al., 2021). Little is known
regarding how contextual factors impact EFL learners’ SDL behaviours in the context of
Bangladesh. The specific behavioural components of SDL, such as taking control of the

learning resources, management and assessment of academic progress, and deliberate
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execution of acquired knowledge, are less clearly defined under these circumstances (Kadir et

al., 2017).

The lack of standardised instruments to measure SDL behaviours exacerbates this gap by
making it challenging to create educational strategies that are suited to the setting or to
systematically assess learners' skills. As a result, teachers' capacity to create successful
interventions that could help students develop into independent, self-regulated learners is

hampered by the lack of knowledge of SDL characteristics in EFL contexts in Bangladesh.

Study Purpose and Significance

The investigation of self-directed learning behaviours of tertiary level EFL students is
conducted to determine their levels of learning ownership and management practices and
ability to broaden their educational boundaries beyond the confines of institutional curricula.
Within this research, barriers to self-directed learning and ways of creating autonomous
learning spaces to prepare EFL students in tertiary education about self-directed learning are

identified.

The three other reasons educators should understand SDL behaviours are because. To advance
first, the educators are trained in training methods that convey personalised training to
individual students’ needs (Zahro et al., 2022). By doing this, EFL educators can also help their
students to develop learning objectives, analyse the success and apply knowledge acquired
from learning to different situations, to increase their active participation in the learning
process. It is the study that recognises the effect of socio-cultural elements and technology in
shaping SDL so that the whole understanding of EFL learners' condition is accomplished (Lee
et al., 2016). These factors are known so that guidance and self-autonomy may be developed
in educational environments with an instructional model in which the mode is teacher-based
(Reid, 1987). Based on Mahmoodi-shahrebabaki (2014), the outcomes of the research can be
used to support policy decision-making processes in EFL education throughout Bangladesh

and countries where a similar situation exists.
The current investigation poses three specific research questions to guide the inquiry:

The objectives are to be achieved through the following investigative questions, which the

study addresses:
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1. How autonomous do Bangladeshi undergraduate students at EFL institutions show

themselves at a certain level?
2. What strategies do students use to monitor and control their learning progress?
3. How do tertiary students utilise classroom learning in new situations they encounter?

This subsequent part of the article conducts a thorough evaluation of the scholarly works while
exploring SDL's conceptual framework and its educational value to EFL practices and current
assessment approaches. This section describes how the researchers designed the study by
determining participant selection procedures, data collection methods and analytical
techniques. The section proceeds to show critical findings and their analysis through the
interpretation of the research questions. This research paper delivers its main findings through
conclusion points, followed by practice policy implications and future investigation

recommendations.
2. Literature Review
2.1 Theoretical Framework

Using the principles of SDL by Knowles (1975) that describe how students construct new
understanding through environmental engagement and mental assessment of their
developmental experiences, self-directed learning (SDL) parenting implements constructivist
educational principles. Autonomy is gained through constructivist principles in which students
are made to be active learners who set up learning objectives and maintain learning objectives
in progress assessment and evaluation practice (Lee et al., 2017). Since students face real-world
communicative situations to practise their communicative skills, there were similarities in the
theoretical base exhibited by the SDL principles since SDL has shown that students need to
actively deal with the language resources when engaged in communicative skills (Hyland,

2014).

Learner autonomy, a key concept within SDL, highlights the role of personal agency in
language learning. Littlewood (1996) explains that autonomy is proactive autonomy, which is
the ability to decide the objectives and learning strategies, and reactive autonomy, in which the
learners rely on external support. Proactive autonomy development is essential in EFL learning
because students usually face several linguistic and cultural mistakes that require adaptive
methods (Reid, 1987). Finally, the framework proves that in the process of self-directed

language learning, students can gain learning independence and continual education ability.
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Figure 1: Empowering Language Learners through Self-directed Learning

2.2 Self-directed Learning in Language Education

In the SDL process, students become fully responsible for their educational development while
making their own study choices and forming learning targets. Self-directed learning happens
inside as well as outside formal educational institutions. The fact that SDL has boosted learner
involvement, learning outcomes and motivation makes it known in language education
(Knowles, 1975). Although the procedure of SDL is based on active learner determination,
what needs to be learned and setting up performance targets with little supervision from
teachers (Haidari et al., 2019), this method of SDL is not exploited to its highest level in English
language teaching (Haidari, 2005). The Teachers of English as a second or foreign language
find that SDL functions as an essential capability and attains special significance in a tertiary
educational context, as students are required to acquire skills for self-learning of language (Lian

etal., 2021).

SDL is found to have positive effects on EFL settings because it contributes to the development
of language skills as well as student independence and raises learners’ motivation (Lee et al,
2019; Zahro et al., 2022). Based on his work, Tawafak et al (2020), it was established that
blended learning students outperformed in terms of their self-learning capabilities when they
used goal setting coupled with their self-monitoring practices. In this case, according to Lu

(2010), students went to self-access language learning centres to do language exercises, which
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were meaningful outside classes and enabled them to exercise personal control over their

instruction.

The implementation of SDL in EFL education presents many hurdles during practice.
Traditional teacher-led teaching approaches and inadequate digital resources in the education
setting constrain the development of SDL behaviours (Hafizah Adnan & Sayadi, 2022).
According to Mahdavinia & Ahmadi (2011), SDL opportunities are not accepted by the
students because of their discomfort and weak self-organising skills. Numerous suggestions
show that too much is needed for specialised initiatives and programmes which would establish

SDL practices in an English as a foreign language setting.
2.3 Assessing Self-directed Learning

The assessment of SDL represents a vital research field since it helps identify how prepared
learners are for self-directed learning. Several assessment tools designed to measure SDL
behaviours exist, such as self-assessment checklists, together with reflective journals and
standardised questionnaires (Cadorin et al., 2017). The Likert-scale questionnaire has become
widely used for SDL research because it effectively measures various student learning

behaviours across multiple SDL dimensions (Kicken et al., 2009).

The assessment of SDL commonly uses three essential dimensions which combine student
learning ownership with learning management and context-based learning extension (Haidari
et al., 2019). Zahro et al. (2022) designed a questionnaire to examine students' performance
regarding developing learning goals, time administration and real-world application of
knowledge. Lee et al. (2017) studied the technological readiness of university students for self-

directed language learning as they investigated digital tools that stimulate SDL behaviours.

The methods generate worthwhile knowledge yet demonstrate weak performance in specific
contexts, especially those involving limited resources such as Bangladesh. The research
instruments presently available fail to accurately measure the socio-cultural, together with
technological conditions that affect SDL practices in particular settings (Hafizah Adnan &
Sayadi, 2022). The present scarcity emphasises the necessity to develop specific assessment

instruments that consider the distinctive elements affecting tertiary-level EFL students.
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Figure 2: Assessing Self-directed Learning: Tools, Frameworks, and Contextual Challenges

Research about SDL shows increasing popularity, but the field requires additional
investigation, especially when targeting EFL learners at tertiary levels. Research on SDL
behaviours in EFL students remains scarce due to the distinct linguistic, cultural, and
technological obstacles these students encounter (Haidari et al., 2019; Kadir et al., 2017). The
current assessment tools mostly originate from general educational settings, which fail to
properly address crucial SDL components related to language learning, such as purpose-setting
behaviour, feedback self-assessment and knowledge application to new linguistic

environments (Cadorin et al., 2017; Zahro et al., 2022).

The prevailing scarcity of research examining SDL behaviours in instructional contexts of
Bangladesh because traditional teaching methods alongside restricted digital access, creating
obstacles to students becoming self-directed learners (Hafizah Adnan & Sayadi, 2022). The
deficient research about this field restricts progress in creating specialised support methods for
English as a foreign language learners in similar conditions. The study requires broad research
methods to monitor SDL skill evolution through time to understand these skills' developmental

paths and their supportive strategies (Lian et al., 2021).

Tertiary-level EFL students in Bangladesh will be analysed for their SDL behaviours with a
focus on learning ownership together with learning management and monitoring and new
context learning applications. The research endeavours to enhance knowledge about SDL in

EFL education through the evaluation of specific assessment tools and intervention approaches.
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3. Methodology
3.1 Research Design

The researchers have chosen a quantitative approach to evaluate the self-directed learning
(SDL) actions of tertiary-level EFL students. Quantitative investigation fits this research
because it supports data collection and analysis of numerical information, which allows
researchers to assess SDL practices systematically throughout a large sample population
(Creswell, 2014). Structured questionnaires collect data in a consistent manner, which allows

researchers to identify patterns and trends about SDL practices.
3.2 Participants

The research studied English as a Foreign Language learners who were students at government
colleges across Bangladesh affiliated with the National University. A diverse total of 200
students took part since they represented students from various backgrounds associated with
age groups, gender distribution and geographical positioning. The research participants were
chosen to demonstrate the full spectrum of Bangladeshi university students studying English
as a foreign language. No participant had a beginner-level knowledge of English since their
admission into the academic English Honours program based on institutional placement

criteria.

3.3 Instruments

Researchers used structured questionnaires, which served as the main tool to evaluate SDL
behaviours. The questionnaire examined three essential aspects of SDL, including ownership
of learning, along with management and monitoring of learning, with extension of learning to
new contexts. Participants used a five-point Likert scale, which ranged from 1 = Not at all to 5
= Always, to answer 10 items. Two specific items among the measures were "Students identify
and articulate their own learning goals" and "Students apply what they have learned to new
contexts." The research instrument started from validated SDL frameworks to establish

reliability while maintaining appropriate relevance for EFL studies (Zahro et al., 2022).

3.4 Data Collection Procedure

The data collection process lasted for four weeks. Staff members distributed the questionnaire
through paper documents to students across all participating colleges for their ease of access.

Participants received an information sheet containing the study's purposes and execution
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method before the questionnaire distribution process. A written informed consent, followed by
a researcher acknowledgement, served to secure consent from every participant. The
researchers monitored questionnaire sessions in classrooms for any participant questions while

maintaining data accuracy through their supervision.
3.5 Data Analysis

Statistical methods for description explored the data obtained from questionnaires, which
researchers collected in quantitative form. The data was analysed using means and standard
deviations, together with frequency distributions for summarisation and interpretation
purposes. The statistical methods generated a comprehensive overview of SDL behaviours
throughout the sample group, which showed patterns and differences across the three SDL
dimensions. Statistical software processed the data while performing the analysis to guarantee

both precision and speed of data calculations.
3.6 Ethical Considerations

Approval for this study was obtained ethical clearance from the institutional review board of
the peer-reviewed journal. The participants received guarantees about response confidentiality,
together with the freedom to leave the study whenever they wanted. All participants received
individual codes for data confidentiality purposes. The research data was protected through
password-secure devices while the research team had exclusive access to guard against

unethical research practices (Resnik, 2018).
4. Results
4.1 Overview of Findings

The research investigation on self-directed learning (SDL) behaviours among EFL students in
the Bachelor of Arts in English Honours at government colleges across Bangladesh yielded the
following results. The study data gathered through questionnaires helps to understand three
main aspects of SDL: a) learning ownership, b) learning management and monitoring, and c)
extension of learning. The study demonstrates an occasional SDL behaviour prevalence among
students who show substantial differences regarding their interaction with various SDL

dimensions and specific statements.
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4.2 Main Themes or Patterns

4.2.1 Ownership of Learning

The research data shows pupils engage in learning ownership activities at irregular intervals.
Students reacted sporadically to statements measuring their goal-oriented learning activities

according to the four statements of this dimension, which achieved mean scores between 2.76

and 2.83.

Most students engaged in learning process mapping, which received an average score of 2.83,
but 35.2% of them reported engaging infrequently with this skill. Research indicates a moderate
tracking ability exists in some students, but many students consistently struggle to monitor their
learning progress. Participants showed difficulty with the activity of learning goal-setting and
task identification since 40.7% of them reported rarely performing these essential tasks (M =
2.76). Students displayed substantial variation in their autonomy skills based on the wide

standard deviations, which extended from 0.775 to 0.906 within this competency dimension.

Table 1: SDL Dimension 1: Ownership of Learning

Variables

Not at all
Occasionally
Frequently
Variance

Rarely
Always
Mean
SD

Students identifying and articulating 775 0.601

w
~
w
[
2]
2]
=
(=]
[EEN
[EEN
[EEN
[EEN
©
[\
~
(o))

their learning goals
823  0.677

w
[oe]
©
[EEN
®
~
[EEN
O
N
~
(3]

Students setting learning goals and tasks 1.9 40.7

Students mapping/charting their learning
3.7 352 389 185 37 2.83 906  0.821

process

Students setting standards/criteria for
3.7 352 426 167 19 2.78 839  0.704

their learning goals

4.2.2 Management and Monitoring of Learning

The students demonstrated unpredictable patterns when it came to learning management and
monitoring tasks. Students explore different options which leads them to make sound choices
according to the assessment scale. Decision-making received a mean score of 3.00
demonstrating intermittent to regular engagement. A significant portion of 40.7% of students

reported making decisions infrequently, according to survey results.
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Students' ability to create questions and inquiries received an average score of M = 3.28 and
presented a low standard deviation of SD = 0.763, thus showing even knowledge application
among students. These students participated unevenly regarding Time management and self-
planning since their responses revealed a wide range (SD = 0.990), and "rarely" was selected
by 42.6% of participants. The students displayed intermittent engagement in critical reflection

and feedback-seeking activities (M = 2.89) as shown by 50% occasional responses and just

3.7% who always took part in these practices.

Table 2: SDL Dimension 2: Management and Monitoring of Own Learning

=
: = g £ 3
Variables © - S & ® e
© S @ 2 < 8
5 IS 3 o = o o) <
pd 04 (@] L < = 7] >
Students assessing choices and making 0 40.7 20.4 37 1.9 3.00 .932 0.868
decisions
Students  formulating questions and O 16.7 40.7 40.7 1.9 3.28 .763 0.582
generating inquiries
Students'  self-planning and  time O 42.6 14.8 389 37 3.04 .990 0.980

management
Students critically reflect and seek 5.6 24.1 50 16.7 3.7 2.89 .883 0.780

feedback for learning goals

4.2.3 Extension of Learning

Student engagement reached relatively higher levels in this institutional and educational
section. The majority of students reported using their learned knowledge in new settings (M =
3.44) along with utilising acquired skills in situations outside the educational boundaries (M =
3.41). The survey data demonstrated that 42.6% of students exercised occasional
implementation of learned materials in new situations, yet 5.6% reported doing this task
always. When it comes to using acquired skills outside of curriculum boundaries, half of the
students (48.1%) stated they did it frequently, but one-third (33.3%) responded occasionally,
and another 14.8% said they did it rarely.

Student participation shows medium levels of variation (SD = 0.744 and 0.790) according to

these measurements due to inconsistent behaviour around learning applications outside

traditional curriculum areas.
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Table 3: SDL Dimension 3: Extension of Own Learning

=
© =
q = = = 5]
Variables s _ 8 3 » e
@ T & > ) = i
+— j (& O ; D e
o [ & — = (&) (¢
4 @ o T < = o0 >
Students transferring gained knowledge 0 93 426 426 56 34 744 553
to new contexts 4
Students using acquired skills for 0 148 333 481 3.7 34 790 .623
learning beyond the curriculum 1
4.3 Quantitative Data Presentation
Formulating High Mean : .
. Applying learning to
questlons and ng‘-.[:' EOT?IEKTS 7
inquiries
. High frequency and mean
High mean but low frequency indicate strong application
shows critical thinking is less skills.
frequent.

Low Frequency High Frequency

High frequency but low mean
indicates frequent planning
but less effective.

Low mean and frequency
suggest minimal goal
identification. Low Mean

Figure 3: Student Learning Engagement Analysis

4.4 Interpretative Comments

Study data reveals periodic SDL practices among students, but the responses differ according
to specific measurement statements and dimensions. Students demonstrated moderate
competencies for building learning across different settings, yet their abilities to control
learning independently are unacceptable. EFL students at this location demonstrate difficulties

in defining learning targets, goal achievement and time control along with reflection practices.

The diverse results reveal that students need specific intervention strategies which should
prioritise the development of SDL behaviours, especially within ownership and management
aspects. Educational programmes which teach students how to set goals in addition to time
management techniques could resolve the detected deficiencies. A learning environment based

on reflection and feedback systems enables students to develop better monitoring and
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improvement skills in their learning process. The identified results establish fundamental
knowledge for creating educational strategies which help facilitate SDL in EFL educational

environments.

6@5’ Goal Setting

% Time Management

Self-Directed
@ Critical Reflection

Learning (SDL)
Behaviors

KRaA
6 Structured Guidance
Uy

Q Reflective Practices
1,

Figure 4: Enhancing Self-directed Learning in EFL Contexts
S. Discussion
5.1 Comparison with Existing Literature

These research findings support previous investigations about self-directed learning practices
in English as a Foreign Language education. Tertiary education studies have already confirmed
that SDL works as an effective method for growing learner autonomy (Hiemstra & Brockett,
2012; Little, 2007). According to the SDL model mentioned by Garrison (1997), students
demonstrate sporadic SDL behaviour, yet their overall self-dependency level remains stagnant.
Song and Hill (2007) support the study's findings regarding undergraduate learners who show
restricted critical reflection and feedback-seeking behaviour. According to Littlewood (1999),
cultural influences together with contextual elements determine how much autonomy learners
carry out such behaviour. Traditional teacher-centred educational systems and insufficient
exposure to learner-centred practices appear to be the main reasons behind the sporadic SDL

behaviours of Bangladeshi EFL learners.
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Figure 5: Self-directed Learning in EFL: Challenges and Influences

5.2 Practical Implications for Tertiary EFL Teaching

The conclusions of the study provide insightful information for teachers looking to encourage
SDL behaviours in EFL students. Teachers are called upon to implement systematic
encouragement by more specifically instructing students how to set up and articulate their
learning goals, address the noted gaps in learners' goal-setting and self-management abilities.
According to Zimmerman (2002), implementing the SMART objectives framework in the
classroom may benefit students in creating more achievable goals and promote better self-

regulation.

Additionally, incorporating reflective practices into usual instruction helps improve students'
critical reflection and feedback-seeking abilities, which have been demonstrated to be
underdeveloped. Through exercises like teacher-led reflective interactions, organised peer
feedback sessions, and facilitated diary entries, students can engage in meaningful assessment

and peer collaboration.

Problem-solving exercises and project-based learning (PBL) are useful tools for expanding

learning outside of the regular curriculum. According to Chen et al. (2020), these methods help
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students use their information in real-world situations, which improves their ability to transfer

knowledge on their own and apply it practically.

Finally, the strategic application of digital learning technologies such as instructional
management systems (IMS), virtual spaces for reflecting portfolios, and collaborative
platforms can aid in the strengthening of SDL procedures. These tools promote student
participation in self-directed learning (SDL) both within and beyond the classroom by enabling

peer collaboration, independent resource access, and progress tracking.

Goal-Setting and
Self-Management

Reflective

o Practices
Encouraging SDL [ & __—\
0 _ __\

in EFL Students @ T\
P Problem-Solving

and PBL

Digital Learning
Technologies

® @& @ @

Figure 6: Enhancing SDL in EFL Students

5.3 Theoretical Implications

The research outcomes enhance academic discussions concerning SDL and learner autonomy
within tertiary EFL learning situations. The research findings demonstrate how students display
unequal self-directive behaviours through targeted analysis of learner autonomy behaviours
(Benson, 2011). SDL data demonstrates that autonomy exists on a scale rather than as a single
universal concept because it depends on individual characteristics, together with contextual
elements and cultural factors. Learning, as described by Vygotsky (1978), depends on social
and cultural mediation processes, according to his socio-constructivist viewpoint. The results
verify that learners need both cognitive skills along metacognitive abilities to develop
education ownership as presented in Knowles' (1975) SDL framework. The discoveries
validate the necessity to develop SDL teaching methods which adapt to diverse circumstances,

specifically in educational environments that follow conventional teaching practices.
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Figure 7: Exploring Learner Autonomy in EFL Contexts
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5.4 Limitations

Readers of this study will discover multiple factors which reduce the wider relevance of the
research results. The research focused exclusively on English as a Foreign Language learners
within the Bachelor of Arts in English Honours programmes of government colleges affiliated
with the National University of Bangladesh. This exclusive research target provides meaningful
results about the educational field, but its findings maintain limited application beyond this
particular academic framework. The study depends on survey data from participants, which
might produce measurement errors because of the social desirability bias effect and inaccurate
self-evaluations. The study used solely a quantitative research method to examine SDL
behaviours, but this method did not capture delicate qualitative aspects of SDL behaviour
characteristics. Further research involving mixed methods strategies should overcome the

detected study limitations.
5.5 Suggestions for Future Research

Further research can be directed in various preferred paths following the discoveries from this
investigation. Longitudinal investigations should track the development of SDL behaviours in
students to establish better patterns of student autonomy change through intervention strategies.
Research analysing SDL practices in different academic settings, ranging from international
higher education to private institutions and secondary education, would show how
organisational variables shape self-direction development. Qualitative methods that
incorporate classroom observations plus interviews will extend the knowledge base about
students’ SDL realities by providing deep details about their real-world engagement. The study

of pedagogical methods featuring digital tools and cooperative learning strategies, which boost
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SDL behaviours, would assist academic research on learner autonomy development in EFL

education.
6. Conclusion

This research confirms the need to analyse self-directed learning behaviours specifically
targeting tertiary-level English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students in the environment of
Bangladesh government colleges. The research shows that while tertiary-level EFL students
demonstrate inconsistent self-directed learning activities throughout the ownership,
management, and extension areas, there remain major deficiencies in goal-establishment, time
management and reflective techniques. The study provides expanded knowledge of student
EFL learning activities and indicates the necessity of developing SDL skill-building

programmes.

The investigation provides dual contributions to the TESOL research discipline. Such research
provides vital data about SDL behaviour patterns in an under-investigated educational context,
which adds depth to worldwide discussions about student self-direction in EFL learning. The
research delivers invaluable instructional guidelines to educational practitioners who should
employ scaffolding strategies, together with reflective practices, mediating digital tools to
develop students' SDL competencies. These findings offer solutions which pedagogical

approaches and educational curriculum development in EFL classes must implement.

Making EFL learners develop Self-directed learning (SDL) skills will positively affect both
their language acquisition process and their academic performance throughout their education.
Educators who teach students how to control their educational journey simultaneously build
their adaptability in various linguistic environments while also building their self-assurance.
The growing need for autonomous learners throughout a globalised society makes educating
students with SDL behaviours a necessary educational priority for educational leaders and

policy implementers.

Further investigation needs to develop new approaches to boost SDL in different EFL

environments because students need flexible skills to thrive in modern language situations.
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The Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) in
Bangladesh: A Comprehensive Analysis of its Evolution,
Functions, and Enduring Challenges

Professor Dr. Muhammad Azad Khan?

Abstract: The Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) stands as the
cornerstone of Bangladesh's post-primary education system. This article examines the
DSHE's historical trajectory, from its colonial antecedents to its current form and key
responsibilities. The DSHE has been instrumental in achieving significant milestones,
particularly in expanding educational access and achieving gender parity at the secondary
level. However, it grapples with persistent systemic and operational challenges. These
include ensuring consistent educational quality and relevance, addressing teacher shortages
and enhancing training efficacy, strengthening governance and combating corruption,
bridging policy implementation gaps, managing resource constraints, and ensuring
equitable outcomes across diverse student populations. As Bangladesh aims for a
knowledge-based economy, DSHE's capacity to overcome these hurdles and effectively lead
reforms in curriculum, pedagogy, and technological integration will be paramount.
Sustained efforts focusing on good governance, capacity building, and equitable quality

education are crucial for the country's future success and national development.

1. Introduction

The Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) is the primary government
body in Bangladesh entrusted with the post-primary education sector. This encompasses
secondary schools, higher secondary colleges, and tertiary-level colleges, including

Madrashas, which provide religious education alongside general curricula®. The sheer scale

1 Director General, Directorate of Secondary & Higher Education
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of its operations, overseeing approximately 29,569 institutions, 412,526 teachers, and
13,840,164 students as of recent data, underscores the immense administrative and logistical
complexities inherent in its mandate!. Effective management of such a network necessitates

robust systems, substantial resources, and highly streamlined administrative processes.

This research article aims to provide an in-depth, analytical exploration of the DSHE. It will
meticulously trace its historical evolution from colonial-era administrative structures to its
current national stature. The article will further dissect its complex organisational
framework, delineate its diverse functions, evaluate its achievements in expanding
educational access and fostering equity, and critically examine the multifaceted challenges
that continue to impede its operational effectiveness and the overall quality of the education
system it governs. The overarching objective is to offer a nuanced understanding of DSHE's
pivotal role in shaping Bangladesh's educational landscape and its capacity to meet the

evolving demands of the 21st century.

2. The Genesis and Evolution of the Directorate: From Colonial Roots to National
Mandate

The Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) in its current form is a product
of a long historical trajectory. The rudimentary structures of formal education administration
in the region were laid by the East India Company and its missionaries. A more formalised
approach began with the establishment of the General Committee of Public Instruction
(GCPI) in 18242,

A seminal development was Wood's Education Dispatch of 1854. This historic document
proposed the creation of a Directorate of Public Instruction (DPI) in each province of British
India, which would eventually become DSHE. The Indian University Commission of 1904,
for example, led to changes in university education, including the proposal for a three-year

Bachelor's degree course and the abolition of second-grade colleges.® The Hunter
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Commission (1st Indian Education Commission) proposed bifurcated courses (Literature
and Technical Education) and encouraged private initiatives in higher education.? The Sadler
Commission of 1917 was particularly influential for secondary education, recommending
that the first two years of university education be incorporated into colleges as Higher
Secondary Education, with a dedicated Secondary and Higher Secondary Education Board

to conduct examinations.!

Following the partition of India in 1947 and the region's inclusion in Pakistan (as East
Pakistan), efforts to reform and adapt the education system continued. Committees such as
the Akram Khan Committee (1947) and the Ataur Rahman Khan Commission (1957) were
established to address educational needs?. The East Pakistan Secondary Education Board
was formed to manage affiliation and examinations for secondary institutions, and a School
Textbook Board was created in 19542, A significant structural change occurred in 1959 with
the introduction of separate streams—Arts, Science, and Commerce—after Class 8,

diversifying the educational pathways available to students?.

The independence of Bangladesh in 1971 marked a new era for educational development. A
pivotal moment was the upgrading of the existing office of the Director of Public Instruction
(DPI) to the Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) in 1981 by the
Government of Bangladesh?. This transformation signified a crucial step towards national
ownership and a more specialised focus on the burgeoning secondary and higher education
sub-sectors, distinct from primary education. The shift from a general "Public Instruction”
body to one specifically dedicated to "Secondary and Higher Education reflected a growing

recognition of the unique complexities and strategic importance of these levels of education.

The government undertook the nationalisation of a significant number of schools and
colleges, bringing them directly under DSHE's administrative and financial purview. The

formation of the Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS) (General Education) cadre in 1983 was
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another landmark development.® This brought government college teachers into a formal
civil service structure, managed by DSHE, standardising their terms of service and career
progression. While providing job security and status, this also subjected educators to
government administrative regulations, which could influence institutional flexibility and
local responsiveness.

The establishment of the National University in 1992 as an affiliating university for all
colleges offering Bachelor's and Master's degrees significantly expanded DSHE's sphere of
influence and oversight, as these institutions remained under its broader administrative

umbrella.
3. Organisational Architecture and Governance Framework of DSHE

The Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) possesses a complex
organisational architecture designed to manage the extensive secondary and higher
education system of Bangladesh. Its structure is hierarchical, with specialised wings at the
central level and a network of field offices intended to facilitate administration and program

implementation at the grassroots.

At the apex of DSHE is the Director General (DG), who serves as the chief executive officer.
The DG is vested with the overall responsibility for the administration, management, and
control of secondary and higher education institutions, including Madrashas and other
specialised educational establishments!. Assisting the DG are four Directors, each of whom
heads one of the significant operational wings of the directorate.

The operational responsibilities of DSHE are primarily channelled through its four main
wings, each with specific mandates.

College & Administration Wing: This wing is multifaceted. It encompasses the General
Administration, which includes crucial functions such as budget preparation, financial
management, and accounting. The Government College section is responsible for managing

the affairs of the Bangladesh Civil Service (General Education) cadre officers. The Non-
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Government College section primarily manages the Monthly Pay Order (MPO) system for
non-government colleges. A critical component of this wing is the EMIS Cell (Education
Management Information System). The EMIS cell is responsible for managing a vast
repository of information for the secondary and higher education sectors. This includes
maintaining databases for non-government schools, colleges, and Madrashas (particularly
MPO-related data), government college teachers, Ebtedayee Madrashas, and other
employees.*

Secondary Education Wing: This wing focuses on secondary-level institutions. It
comprises Secondary Section-1, dealing with government secondary schools. Secondary
Section-2, which handles matters related to non-government secondary schools. The Special
Education Section is dedicated to religious education, primarily overseeing Madrassas. The
Physical Education Division is responsible for the administration and monitoring of physical
education and extra-curricular activities across secondary and higher secondary institutions.
Training Wing: This wing is central to human resource development within the education
sector. It is responsible for organising and managing a wide array of national and
international training programs for teachers, officials under DSHE, and staff from
Government Colleges, Teachers Training Colleges (TTCs), Higher Secondary Teacher's
Training Institutes (HSTTIs), the Bangladesh Madrasha Teachers Training Institute
(BMTTI), and secondary schools.*

Planning and Development Wing: This wing is crucial for strategic advancement and
reform. It is tasked with formulating policies, preparing project proposals for new initiatives,
monitoring and evaluating the performance of ongoing projects, and liaising with donor
agencies. The wing is also responsible for preparing the Annual Development Program
(ADP) and Revised Annual Development Program (RADP) for development projects. It
houses the Project Monitoring and Quality Assurance Unit (PMQAU), which oversees
project activities and the quality of secondary and higher education, as well as the Program

Monitoring Unit (PMU), which monitors and evaluates stipend programs.*
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To manage its vast network of institutions effectively, DSHE employs a decentralised
administrative structure with field offices at the divisional, district, and upazila levels. This
network includes 9 Zonal Offices, 64 District Education Offices, and numerous Upazila
Secondary Education Offices!. DSHE operates under the overarching supervision and
guidance of the Ministry of Education (MoE). The Secondary and Higher Education
Division (SHED) is a key constituent of the MoE, directly overseeing DSHE's domain®. The
Director General of DSHE is accountable to and reports to the MoE. In this governance
framework, DSHE plays a crucial role in assisting the MoE in formulating policies related
to secondary, higher secondary, and higher education. It also serves as a primary source of
data, statistics, and situational analyses for the Ministry and, at times, contributes to the

drafting of policy documents.

4. Core Functions and Operational Mandate of DSHE

The Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) is responsible for a wide range
of core functions essential for the operation and development of Bangladesh's post-primary
education sector. These responsibilities span from institutional administration and teacher
management to policy implementation and quality assurance, reflecting the directorate's
central role. The sheer breadth of these functions, encompassing micro-level administrative
duties such as individual MPO processing and macro-level strategic tasks like national
policy implementation and large-scale project management, inherently presents capacity
challenges. A diffusion of focus or under-resourcing in any key area can impact the quality

and efficiency of its overall mandate.

4.1. Administration and Management of Educational Institutions

A primary function of DSHE is the overall administration, management, and control of an
extensive network of educational institutions. This includes approximately 29,569 secondary
schools, higher secondary colleges, and tertiary-level colleges (including those offering

degree pass courses), as well as Madrashas. This mandate covers both government-run
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institutions and significant oversight of non-government institutions, particularly those that
receive salary support through the Monthly Pay Order (MPO) system.

4.2. Curriculum Implementation and Support

DSHE plays a vital complementary role in supporting the effective implementation of the
prescribed curriculum across all schools and colleges under its jurisdiction. DSHE actively
participates in curriculum reform discussions and initiatives aimed at modernising
educational content and pedagogical approaches®. Furthermore, DSHE is instrumental in
promoting the integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) into the
curriculum and facilitating the development and dissemination of e-learning modules and
digital educational resources®. This division of labour between NCTB (development) and

DSHE (implementation support) is logical but demands extreme and seamless coordination.

4.3. Teacher Management: Recruitment, Training, and Development

DSHE oversees critical aspects of teacher management. For non-government institutions, it
plays a role in the teacher recruitment process, often working in conjunction with the Non-
Government Teachers Registration and Certification Authority (NTRCA). NTRCA is tasked
with conducting examinations and creating a pool of qualified teachers eligible for
appointment in these institutions?. The Training Wing of DSHE is a cornerstone of teacher
development, responsible for organising and managing extensive training programs for
teachers and educational officials from both government and non-government schools and
colleges. These training activities are delivered through a network of institutions, including
Teachers Training Colleges (TTCs), Higher Secondary Teacher's Training Institutes
(HSTTISs), and the Bangladesh Madrasha Teachers Training Institute (BMTT]I).

4.4. Implementation of National Education Policies
DSHE serves as a key implementing agency for national education policies.8 This function
involves translating broad policy directives and strategic goals into concrete, actionable

programs and ensuring their systematic rollout across the vast education system. This
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includes spearheading efforts towards quality improvement, ensuring equitable access to

education, and modernising the educational infrastructure and processes.

4.5. Quality Assurance, Monitoring, and Evaluation

The Monitoring and Evaluation Wing (MEW) within DSHE is specifically tasked with
overseeing quality assurance mechanisms in the secondary and higher education sectors. To
this end, DSHE implements various systems designed to assess and enhance institutional
and student performance. These include the School Performance-Based Management
System (SPBMS), which aims to improve school governance and outcomes through
performance indicators, and the School-Based Assessment (SBA) system, which focuses on
continuous assessment of students at the school level?. DSHE also conducts regular
monitoring of educational institutions and the progress of various academic programs and
project activities. It is essential to note that for higher education accreditation, the
Bangladesh Accreditation Council (BAC) has been established as a distinct body; the
DSHE's quality assurance role is more directly focused on monitoring and evaluating schools
and colleges.

4.6. Financial Management and MPO System

A significant administrative and financial responsibility of DSHE is managing the Monthly
Pay Order (MPO) system. The efficient and transparent administration of the MPO system
is crucial for the financial stability of these institutions and the morale of their staff.
However, this function is also a substantial administrative undertaking and has been
identified as an area prone to governance challenges, including delays’. Beyond MPO,
DSHE is also responsible for budget preparation and financial administration related to its

own operational expenses and the government institutions it directly manages.

4.7. Planning and Execution of Development Projects
The Planning and Development Wing of DSHE plays a central role in the strategic
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advancement of the education sector. It is responsible for formulating new development
projects, preparing detailed project proposals, and subsequently monitoring and evaluating
their implementation and impact. DSHE frequently acts as the primary implementing agency
for large-scale development projects funded jointly by the Government of Bangladesh and
international development partners, such as the World Bank and the Asian Development
Bank (ADB). While these projects bring essential financial resources and technical
expertise, they also raise important questions regarding the long-term sustainability of
reforms and the institutionalisation of capacity building within DSHE once external funding
concludes. Successfully mainstreaming project-initiated interventions into DSHE's regular

operational framework and budgetary allocations remains a critical ongoing challenge.

5. Persistent Challenges and Critiques: Navigating a Complex Educational Terrain

Despite notable achievements in expanding access and promoting gender parity, the
Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) and the broader education sector in
Bangladesh grapple with a multitude of persistent and interconnected challenges. These
issues span concerns about educational quality, teacher management, governance deficits,
policy implementation gaps, resource constraints, and equity disparities, all of which
collectively impede the realisation of national educational goals. The problems are often
systemic, with weaknesses in one area frequently exacerbating difficulties in others, creating
a complex web of challenges for DSHE to navigate. Prime challenges are stated below.

e Strengthening Governance and Accountability:

o Implement robust, transparent, and digitised mechanisms for teacher recruitment
(including NTRCA processes), MPO enlistment and disbursement, and teacher
transfers to minimise opportunities for corruption, undue influence, and delays’.
Consider establishing independent oversight for these critical processes.

o Enhance the capacity, resources, and operational independence of the Monitoring

and Evaluation Wing (MEW) by establishing clear, measurable performance
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indicators for educational institutions and for DSHE's own field offices, ensuring
regular and adequate oversight.’

Prioritise the finalisation and enactment of the comprehensive Education Act and
establish the envisioned permanent National Education Commission to provide a
stronger, updated legal and strategic framework for the education sector, thereby

enhancing coherence and accountability.’

e Improving Teacher Quality and Management:

O

Undertake a comprehensive overhaul of teacher training programs (both pre-
service and in-service), ensuring they are evidence-based and focus on modern
pedagogical skills, deep subject matter mastery, effective ICT integration, inclusive
education practices, and continuous professional development, moving decisively
beyond outdated, traditional methods.® Training impact should be rigorously
evaluated.

Conduct a thorough review of teacher remuneration packages, career progression
pathways, and incentive structures to make the teaching profession more attractive
and to retain qualified and motivated individuals, particularly in underserved areas.’
Streamline and depoliticise the NTRCA certification and MPO processes to ensure
fairness, transparency, and timely processing, thereby boosting teacher morale and

professionalism.’

e Enhancing Educational Quality and Relevance:

O

Ensure the effective, equitable, and adequately resourced implementation of
curriculum and assessment reforms, providing comprehensive support and
materials to teachers and schools to facilitate the transition to competency-based
and experiential learning.°

Strengthen national student assessment systems (like NASS) to regularly monitor
learning outcomes across different grades and demographics, and critically, ensure
that this data is systematically used to inform targeted interventions, policy

adjustments, and resource allocation.*
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O

Foster stronger linkages between secondary/higher secondary education curricula
and the evolving demands of the labour market by incorporating career guidance,
entrepreneurship skills, and relevant vocational competencies into the educational

experience.?

e Boosting Administrative Efficiency and Capacity:

O

Continue to invest in the development and upgrading of the Education Management
Information System (EMIS), focusing on data accuracy, system integrity, user-
friendliness, and building the analytical capacity within DSHE to effectively utilise
data for strategic planning, resource allocation, and performance management.*?
Implement targeted capacity-building programs for DSHE staff at all levels
(central, zonal, district, upazila), focusing on essential skills in financial
management, modern project management, effective monitoring and evaluation
techniques, and educational leadership.'*

Undertake a strategic review of DSHE's extensive range of functions, exploring
possibilities for appropriate delegation of operational autonomy to local
administrative levels (e.g., District Education Offices) with clear accountability
frameworks, to mitigate central administrative overload and enhance local

responsiveness.

e Ensuring Equity and Inclusivity:

O

Systematically address existing infrastructure gaps, particularly for science
laboratories, functional ICT facilities, libraries, and inclusive sanitation,
prioritising investment in underserved geographic areas and institutions catering to
disadvantaged populations.*®

Expand and strengthen targeted support programs for marginalised students,
including those with disabilities®®, ensuring that stipend programs are managed
transparently and effectively reach their intended beneficiaries without fraud or

misappropriation.*’
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e Sustainable Project Implementation:

o Develop clear, actionable strategies and dedicated budgetary provisions for
mainstreaming successful interventions and capacities developed through donor-
funded projects into DSHE's regular operational framework. This is crucial for
ensuring the long-term sustainability of reforms beyond the lifespan of external

project funding.

6. Strategic Directions and Future Outlook: Charting the Path to Quality Education
for All

The Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) is navigating a period of
significant transformation, with its strategic priorities increasingly shaped by ambitious
national visions and the imperative to address both long-standing and newly emergent
educational challenges. The future outlook for secondary and higher education in
Bangladesh hinges on DSHE's capacity to effectively implement these strategies, foster
innovation, and ensure that reforms translate into tangible improvements in quality, equity,

and system resilience.

6.1. Alignment with National Visions

DSHE's strategic direction is firmly anchored in overarching national development goals.
These include Vision 2041, which aims to transform Bangladesh into a developed and
knowledge-based economy, and the "Smart Bangladesh 2041" vision, which emphasises
leveraging technology and innovation for national progress®. Furthermore, DSHE's efforts
are aligned with the global commitment to achieving Sustainable Development Goal 4
(SDG4), which calls for ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting
lifelong learning opportunities for all.28

114|Page



Government Ashek Mahmud College Journal Khan (2025)

6.2. Ongoing and Planned Reforms

Several key reform areas are central to DSHE's future strategy:

Curriculum Modernisation: There is a continued and intensified effort to modernise
the curriculum at the secondary and higher secondary levels. This involves moving
away from traditional rote memorisation towards competency-based learning, fostering
experiential pedagogical approaches, and promoting greater interdisciplinary
approaches in subject matter.® A particular focus is placed on strengthening
foundational skills in core subjects such as Bangla, English, Mathematics, and Science,
alongside a strong emphasis on Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
literacy.*® The success of these curriculum reforms, however, critically depends on the
capacity and willingness of the vast and diverse teaching force to adopt new
methodologies. This necessitates sustained, high-quality professional development and
supportive supervision, areas where DSHE has historically faced implementation
challenges.

Blended Education: Recognising the potential of technology to enhance learning, the
government has developed, and DSHE is tasked with implementing, a Blended
Education Master Plan. This plan, guided by the Blended Education for All (BEFA)
framework, aims to strategically integrate physical classroom-based teaching with
virtual and digital learning modalities.*°

Teacher Professional Development: Enhancing the quality and effectiveness of
teachers remains a high priority. Strategies include expanding teacher training
programs, incorporating online training modalities (e.g., through platforms like
Muktopaath), providing specialised training on the newly reformed curriculum and
assessment methods, and bolstering teachers' ICT skills.!? Plans have also been
discussed for establishing a residential pedagogical training academy for university
teachers, which, while focused on higher education, reflects a broader policy direction
towards improving teaching quality.?°

ICT Integration and Smart Governance: A significant thrust is on strengthening ICT
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infrastructure within educational institutions and promoting the use of technology in
teaching, learning, and administration. This aligns with the "Smart Bangladesh™ vision
and includes initiatives for innovative governance to improve data management,
enhance monitoring and evaluation systems, and facilitate more informed
policymaking.*® While this heavy reliance on technology holds promise, it must be
accompanied by concerted efforts to address the pre-existing digital divide, including
disparities in infrastructure access (electricity, internet, devices) and digital literacy
among both students and teachers.’®> Without bridging these gaps, technological
investments risk exacerbating existing inequalities.

Assessment Reforms: There is a strategic shift planned in assessment practices,
moving towards a greater emphasis on formative assessments that support ongoing

learning and a reduction in the dominance of high-stakes summative examinations *°

6.3. Focus on Learning Recovery and System Resilience

The profound impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on student learning has led to a sharpened

focus on learning recovery and building a more resilient education system. Initiatives like

the Learning Acceleration in Secondary Education (LAISE) project prioritise interventions

aimed at addressing pandemic-induced learning losses and student dropouts®. A key

strategic goal is to develop a secondary education system that is better equipped to adapt to

and mitigate the impacts of future shocks and disruptions?Z.

6.4. Strengthening Governance and Institutional Capacity

Improving governance and bolstering institutional capacity are recognised as crucial for the

success of all other reforms.

This includes ongoing efforts to enhance Education Management Information Systems
(EMIS) to support better data collection, analysis, and data-driven decision-making in
educational planning and management.??

Strengthening monitoring and evaluation mechanisms within DSHE is also a priority to
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ensure accountability and track the progress of educational programs and reforms.*

e Improving financial management practices and ensuring greater accountability in
resource utilisation are also key areas of focus.'#

e At the higher education level, the Strategic Plan for Higher Education (SPHE) 2018-
2030 outlines ambitious goals, including establishing a Higher Education Commission
(by upgrading the University Grants Commission), a National Research Accreditation
Council, and enhancing overall university governance. While distinct from DSHE's
direct secondary mandate, these reforms provide a broader context for the higher
education linkages within DSHE's purview.?® However, while "strengthening
governance" is a stated objective, the specific, actionable mechanisms to tackle deep-
rooted systemic issues like corruption in MPO processes or politically influenced
teacher appointments appear less clearly articulated in many forward-looking plans.
Without robust anti-corruption measures and genuine, enforceable accountability, other

well-intentioned reforms may be significantly undermined.

6.5. Enhancing Equity and Inclusion
Addressing disparities and ensuring equitable access to quality education for all remains a
central tenet of DSHE's future strategy.

e This includes continued support for students from disadvantaged backgrounds through
targeted stipend programs and other interventions designed to remove barriers to
education.?®

e There is an increasing focus on addressing critical issues such as School-Related
Gender-Based Violence (SRGBV) and promoting student mental health and well-
being.?

e Efforts to strengthen support for students with neuro-developmental disabilities,
exemplified by the National Academy for Autism and Neuro-developmental Disability
(NAAND) project, signify a commitment to greater inclusivity within the education

system.'©

117|Page



Government Ashek Mahmud College Journal Khan (2025)
7. Conclusion

The Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE) has evolved significantly from
its origins as the colonial-era Directorate of Public Instruction to governing a vast and
complex secondary and higher education system in Bangladesh. Its journey reflects the
nation's expanding educational aspirations and commitment to human resource
development. DSHE has undoubtedly achieved considerable success, most notably in
dramatically expanding access to secondary and higher secondary education, achieving
gender parity in enrollment, and making a significant socio-cultural impact in Bangladesh.
Despite these achievements, DSHE operates within a challenging environment and confronts
a range of deeply entrenched issues. The foremost among these is to ensure consistent and
high-quality education, enhance teacher quality, encompassing recruitment, training
effectiveness, motivation, and equitable deployment. Ensuring genuinely equitable
outcomes for students from diverse socio-economic backgrounds, geographic locations, and
with varying learning needs remains a critical hurdle. The Directorate of Secondary and
Higher Education has a profound commitment to good governance, robust accountability at
all levels, and an unyielding focus on providing equitable, high-quality education for every
child in Bangladesh. The journey is complex, but the stakes for the nation's future are
exceptionally high, making the strengthening and effective functioning of DSHE a national
imperative.

(Declaration: This article uses generative Al)
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